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A letter 

from the

 - Will Johnston

pow·er : noun  \'paÜ(Ê)r\ : 
Ability to do or act; capability 
of doing or accomplishing 
something. 

We are thrilled to unveil the theme ‘Power’ for 
this issue of Traction. 

Marissa Meyer has power at Yahoo.  LeBron 
James has power on the basketball court. DC 
is a city of power. When we think of power, 

and the success of those who seem to have it 
all together. But that’s not the kind of power 
we’re talking about. 

2000 years ago, ultimate power—the power 
to defy death—was on display when Jesus was 
raised to life, and Romans 8 tells us that the 
very power that brought Jesus back from the 
grave is alive within us!

So how do we access a power beyond anything 
we can comprehend, much less create? 

at work in the lives of His people: a fresh look 

spiritual death and a demonstration of divine 
power in the midst of our weakness and fear.

experience or exercise the power He gives us 
on our own. In John 17:23, Jesus prays, 

“

“

May they experience such 
perfect unity that the world 
will know that you sent me 
and that you love them as 
much as you love me.

May they experience such 
perfect unity that the world 
will know that you sent me 
and that you love them as 
much as you love me.

when we’re together. It’s so powerful; it 
extends beyond meeting our needs. It is an 
irrepressible proclamation that Jesus is alive 
and can empower others, too!

Our prayer is that Traction would provide 
practical tools for your own personal spiritual 
growth—such as a Bible reading plan—that will 

at National Community Church.  You’ll 

throughout the magazine, and the complete 
list is online at theaterchurch.com/groups.

We hope you’ll join a group this fall and 
discover the power of authentic community. 

- Will Johnston
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HOW
WHY

&

Small groups are gatherings that meet regularly (usually weekly)
 and are designed to provide an opportunity to connect, grow, and serve.

WE DO GROUPSWE DO GROUPS 11
22
33

Email the group leader for 
further details.

Show up.

HOW DO I 

JOIN A GROUP?

Visit theaterchurch.com/
groups to find a group that 
interests you.

CONNECT  
We were meant to do life together and we believe that 
community happens best around shared interests and passions, 
so we have a variety of groups – from Bible studies and sports 
groups to service groups and book studies.

GROW  
Regardless of the type of group, the purpose of each one is to 
create a place where we can grow to become more like Jesus 
and model His character, ways, and mission to the world.

 

SERVE  

restore creation to its intended state, and He charged his 
followers with continuing that mission! Small groups aren’t 
meant to be insular communities but rather units of the Church 

those around them.
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Alpha explores the basics of the Christian 

faith. Whether you’re investigating who 

Jesus is, revisiting your faith, or looking for 

answers to life’s questions, Alpha is for you. 

 

To RSVP for a kickoff dinner near you, 

visit theaterchurch.com/alpha 

or email alpha@theaterchurch.com

YOUR QUESTIONS.
YOUR DOUBTS.
YOUR APPETITE.

WHAT WILL 
YOU BRING TO 
THE TABLE? 
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During a recent trip in Michigan, my 
mother, brother, and I had a discussion about 
earliest memories.  I recalled an experience 
in an oxygen tent with a teddy bear and 
my grandmother; I was only a year and a 

to very premature birth, and was staying in 
a Florida hospital as my lungs struggled to 
do something that’s so natural it’s normally 
automatic.  It’s a powerful memory, I think, 
because it’s drenched in weakness.     

Society encourages the emulation of people 
who possess power: politicians, athletes, 
authors, musicians, Wall Street whiz kids, and 
movie and television stars.  We recognize we 
aren’t them, that they have a level of temporal 
success we do not have but wish we did, and 
many of us secretly wish we were them; these 
are our culture’s “heroes.”  Conversely, culture 
ignores the weak, saying—at best—they should 
be helped because they cannot live, achieve, or 
contribute on their own.  

In 2 Corinthians 12:9, the Apostle Paul writes, 

you, for My power is made perfect in your 
weakness.’”  Paul is discussing the “thorn in 

became deeply engrained during my college 
experience as I grappled with the unexpected 
effects of cerebral palsy—a lifelong disability 
related to premature birth involving damage 
to the motor control centers of the brain.  The 
palsy affects balance, dexterity, and my ability 
to walk; my legs operate in a weakened state, 
accompanied by joint pain and muscle fatigue.  
As I prayed and pleaded for permanent relief, 

provided Paul’s prescription instead, showing 

that perseverance is the unexpected—and 
greater—miracle.

a backwater desert planet far from the bright 
center of the universe.  I developed a lifelong 
love for Star Wars and wanted to be Luke 
Skywalker, the farm boy who saved “a galaxy 
far, far away.”  

That love of Star Wars led me to another hero, 
one I call the “Foolish Muppet.” In Star Wars 
Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back, Luke 
Skywalker travels to Dagobah to learn from 
Yoda, the great Jedi Master who had instructed 
Luke’s late teacher, Obi-Wan Kenobi.  Crashing 
his ship, Luke comes across a small, goblin-
like creature that hobbles around with a cane 
and has syntax issues, a character Luke thinks 
is foolish.  The creature claims to know Yoda 
and where he lives, so Luke follows him. Soon 
after, Luke experiences a revelation—aided by 
the voice of Obi-Wan—that becomes stunned 
fascination:  this aged creature, shrouded in 

power and wisdom.  

book hero Charles Xavier, the wheelchair-
bound professor who teaches his students—the 
community known as the X-Men—how to 
use their abilities for good and heroic ends.  
He leads his students as Professor X and is 
perceived by outsiders as weak and incapable, 
but this weakness shrouds both incredible 
telepathic power and a deep understanding of 
the human condition and the need for hope 
(as shown in the recent summer blockbuster 
X-Men: Days of Future Past).  Xavier speaks 
to power in weakness in a way that deeply 
resonates with me because his telepathic 
abilities are linked to his mobility; as his 
mental powers function, his legs do not. 
Conversely, if Xavier possessed full mobility, 
his telepathy and understanding of the world 

Weakness isn't 
something our 
culture celebrates. 

Weakness isn't 
something our 
culture celebrates. 

“

“

THE HEROICS 
OF WEAKNESS
THE HEROICS 
OF WEAKNESS

- AARON WELTY
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disability—would diminish.  Charles’s life in the 

the Apostle Paul talks of in Romans 5:  from 
suffering, to perseverance, to character, to 
hope.

Not only that, but community is what drives 
Professor X.  He takes those who are viewed 
as less, different, and weak and shows them—
through instruction and example—that they 

promulgates.  This is something that National 
Community Church (NCC) does well, reaching 
out to the DC Metro area (especially the un-
churched and de-churched) without apology 
and modeling both who Jesus is and who we 
are as individuals created and imprinted with 
the image of the Creator.  It does so through 
community and in a way that connects with the 
individual sitting in the theater seat.  

My own decision to remain at NCC traces back 
to a sermon Pastor Heather Zempel preached 
nine years ago involving Star Wars; no one had 
ever done that before, and it tracked with my 
own growing understanding of using heroic 
stories to point to Truth.  Add involvement 
in small groups like “For Such A Time” (a 
Congressional, Executive, and political staffers 
community) and “Inklings” (a literary group 
focused on C.S. Lewis) and the effect members 
of these groups have had on my life (and one 
another) for nearly the last decade, and you 
begin to see the critical role that community 
plays in who we are becoming as people who 
claim Christ as Savior and Lord; these people 
have become my “X-Men.”  

with the Jedi Master and Professor X and talk 
of them often. There is more to the “Foolish 

indicate.  Yoda has no problem being 
perceived as syntax-challenged and feeble 
because he knows who he is.  Charles accepts 
living life from a chair if it means his abilities 
enable him to do good and build community. 
My life is similar, as I have no problem being 

who drives a custom scooter that looks like 
something out of Star Wars and Tron because 
these things frame a deeper understanding of 
the world I live in, the how and why of life, and 
a greater appreciation of the heroic characters 
Jesus wired me to love and enjoy all the more 
when His Truth seeps into their stories and 
shines through them. 
In Colossians 1:27, the Apostle Paul speaks 

the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise, the weak and despised things to 
confound the strong.”  Yoda, Xavier, and I are 
“foolish things” in the eyes of many—including 
doctors who didn’t expect me to live past day 
one on planet Earth—and we often confound.  
These heroes are good company.  

that the world thought little of—weak in some 
way or another—and displayed His fantastic and 
incredible power through them.  Moses was 
a murderer with a speech problem who led a 
nation to freedom and promise.  David was a 
teenage shepherd boy who brandished a sling 
and felled a giant, the symbol of a tyrannical 
empire (a story echoed in Luke Skywalker’s role 
in the destruction of the Death Star). 

it, displays Himself to His creation. The 
pages of His Story are full of the unexpected, 

defeat the ancient enemy of the souls of men 
at the Hill of Skulls not through power or force, 

then would He show power in defeating not 
only the Enemy of Souls, but also Thanatos 

odd, mystifying, unexpected, and even 
“foolish” it must have seemed to the residents 
of Heaven to see Jesus do this, and certainly 
to the fallen angels and their “father below.”  

of Christianity—what J.R.R. Tolkien called the 
“One True Myth” and C.S. Lewis embraced as 
“the myth that actually happened.” 

Truthfully, we’re all weak; in some cases 
those weaknesses are more obvious than 
others.   Even so, the truth of Paul’s words 
in 2 Corinthians 12:9 isn’t diminished but 
rather becomes a greater opportunity to 
confound the surrounding world.  Professor X 
never overcame his weakness in solitude, but 
through community with his X-Men.

In life it’s dangerous to go alone; we must 
take friends, especially in a transitory place 
like Washington, DC. NCC is a place where 
community is intentionally part of the culture. 
As human beings, we’re created to live in 
community because the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, the Three-yet-One who created us in 
their image, live in community themselves.  In 
a city where it is often a struggle to put down 
roots, living intentionally in community is 
counter-cultural.  Decide to be “foolish”—to 
counter your environment by being intentional 
about investing in lives around you.  The 
Professor does it, the Jedi Master did it, and 
Jesus modeled it with 12 men; that’s heroic 
company. 

It may be the weaknesses 
that are the easiest to hide 
are the hardest to bear.

It may be the weaknesses 
that are the easiest to hide 
are the hardest to bear.

“

“
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B  e honest.  In the last week have you posted 

friends with Candy Crush invites?  If so, you’re 
one of us -- the 1.4 billion member-strong 
network of Zuckerberg -- spending an average 
30 minutes a day on Facebook, viewing 
and posting more than 70 billion pieces of 
new content every month.  That’s a lot of 
engagement photos and Kid President reposts.

But I wonder if while riding this wave of social 
engagement, we’ve inadvertently traded the 
power found in true relationships for quick, 
effortless touchpoints in an effort to keep up 
in our uber-busy society. Perhaps some of us, 
driven by our smartphone connectivity, have 
become more focused on the breadth of our 
network than on the depth of our community? 

Jesus drew crowds of thousands - engaging 
peasants, prostitutes and politicians. He was, 
and still is, the ultimate people-person. But 
all throughout Scripture, we see that Christ 
chose authentic relationship beyond random 
social interaction.  It’s why He chose to do life 

that group of 12 that raised the dead, fed the 
poor and built a worldwide Church that is still 

met.  

So what did they do that made them a 
community of power, and not merely a circle 

together once a week?  What held this group 

beheaded and thrown into prison?  I’d like to 
suggest that they knew the difference between 
a few things:

1 Newsfeed knowledge 
vs. intentional discovery
Too often we assume that because we know 
what’s going on in someone’s life, we know 
them.  Social networks can allow us to hide 
behind carefully manicured facades of life 

events and witty statements, but it’s only those 
who make faithful deposits into our lives that 
truly know what’s behind our curtain and how 
best to meet our needs.  We serve a Savior who 
walked, talked, and cooked breakfast on the 
beach with his circle.  There’s no short cut to 
that level of rapport.

If social media crashed, how much would 
you know about the people in your sphere of 

Who is regularly investing the time to learn 
what makes you tick?  Have you settled for a 
network of information or are you reaping the 
reward of an authentic community?

2 Drive-by comments 
vs. legacy investments
Social networks provide quick, low-risk forums, 
making it easy to communicate care without 

the foundation of true community is always a 
consistent collection of tangible actions that far 

drowning in a sea of meaningless words, acts 
of personal service leave a lasting impact.

When was the last time you called someone 
or met someone for coffee to see how they 
were doing instead of sending a 20-word text?  
When was the last time someone checked in 
on you…in person?  

3 Consumer-focused 
complaints vs. proactive 
community building
We’ve all felt not included or reached out to 
at some point.  It’s human nature; but it’s also 
a lie. If we come to Church with a consumer 
mentality, waiting for someone to invest in 
us, we’ll always be disappointed.  If you’re 
feeling like your relational needs aren’t being 
met, perhaps you’re on the wrong side of the 
trough. People are drawn to “givers” but feel 
obligated by “takers.”

POWER IN 
COMMUNITY
POWER IN 
COMMUNITY

- Jeremy steffens
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The accountability time continued. I half 
expected him to turn around and walk right 
back out the door, thinking this pseudo-
confessional would scare the heck out of me!  
As I was about to give him the opportunity 
to “pass,” he put it all out there. He shared 
his intense struggle with substance abuse 
and how his life had come to a dramatic and 
dangerous fork in the road.  He told the story 
of how his missionary mother had pleaded 

he promised her that if she found him one, he 
would go.  He came to Lincoln and was invited 
to our small group.  Now he was sitting on a 
couch in a crowded living room with twenty 
other guys telling his story and sharing his 
critical need.  

I’ve experienced this power and depth of 
community in our Act Like Jesus men’s group.  
What started with four guys unknown to each 
other 3 years ago has grown into a tight-knit 
group of a couple dozen guys who have seen 
truly amazing personal transformation in the 
past 18 months.

At the end of every small group, we all 
share one prayer request and answer one 
accountability question. This question is meant 
to “shine a light into a secret area that we don’t 
want anyone to know about.”  These range from 

stewardship to attitude adjustment on the job 
to marital issues.  It can get real messy – by 
design.

We went around the circle one such night as 
usual – sharing with transparency, confessing 
and asking for prayer. While this was going 
on, a guy who had visited NCC that previous 

group.

The accountability time continued. I half 
expected him to turn around and walk right 
back out the door, thinking this pseudo-
confessional would scare the heck out of 

me!  As I was about to give him the opportunity 
to “pass,” he put it all out there. He shared his 
intense struggle with substance abuse and how 
his life had come to a dramatic and dangerous 
fork in the road.  He told the story of how his 

a church that Sunday and how he’d promised her 
that if she found him one, he’d go.  He came to 
Lincoln and was invited to our small group.  Now 
he was sitting on a couch in a crowded living 
room with twenty other guys telling his story and 
sharing his critical need.  

It allowed – even empowered – him to be honest 

That night ended with twenty plus guys 
huddled around him, praying for breakthrough, 
encouragement and a new power from heaven to 

the Lord has done and is continuing to do in him 
is amazing.  He broke free from substance abuse, 
rededicated his life to Christ, rebuilt relationships 
with his family, and even became the head of a 
citywide foster-care ministry.  He is now one of 

It all started with a moment of community, 
shrouded in power.

Power doesn’t show up where we put up walls, 
facades, and white picket fences.  It comes when 
we intentionally get to know one another, when 
we invest in others, and when we proactively 
seek out honest relationships.  When we do that, 
His power comes and the impact is far greater 
than that of any social network a 30 year-old 
billionaire could ever dream of.  

If you’d like to join a community of men seeking to 

replicate the character, ways, and mission of Jesus, 

visit ncc.gd/jesus.

The accountability didn't 
scare him off; it invited him 
in - into real community.

The accountability didn't 
scare him off; it invited him 
in - into real community.

“

“
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For most of us, our spiritual lives are up and 
down. Sometimes we soar to extreme highs, 
and other times the snooze button wins the 

our lives, but are we doing the work to posture 
ourselves in His presence?  

Loren Cunningham, the founder of Youth 
With A Mission (YWAM) who is now in his 90s, 
recently said, 

who seek Him. Period. Loren keeps getting 

exciting – or powerful. But they anchor our soul. 

every day! What could be better than that? Pastor 
Mark recently said that a day that passes without 
spending time in the Lord’s presence is a wasted 
day.  Let’s leave spiritual instability behind and 
not waste any more days! 

We’ve created a reading and meditation plan to 
help us get started this fall semester. The plan 
alone is powerless – it is our waiting and seeking 

There’s no better place to start than His word. 

God keeps giving me new 
vision - doesn't he know 
how old I am?

God keeps giving me new 
vision - doesn't he know 
how old I am?

“

“

and September. Each week has ripture to read, 
and a passage to meditate on. Jewish tradition 
holds that each scripture has 70 meanings. A 
quick read through may leave one of those in our 
mind, but meditation helps us focus more deeply. 

To meditate, let the words linger in your mind as 
you read and throughout the day.  It is helpful to 
keep the scripture you are meditating on 
visible, on a notecard or in your phone. As you 

think about the text, ask yourself questions 
like these: 

Is there a promise to claim? 
Is there a sin to confess? 
Is there a lesson to learn?
Is there a command to obey? 
Is there a new truth to carry with me? 

For October and November, we will show you 
how to make your own plan.  

THE BIBLE IS ALIVE, IT SPEAKS 
TO ME; IT HAS FEET, IT RUNS 

AFTER ME; IT HAS HANDS, 
IT LAYS HOLD OF ME.

“ THE BIBLE IS ALIVE, IT SPEAKS 
TO ME; IT HAS FEET, IT RUNS 

AFTER ME; IT HAS HANDS, 
IT LAYS HOLD OF ME.

“

- MARTIN LUTHER- MARTIN LUTHER

SPIRITUAL

POWER THROUGH SEEKING GOD
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August 24 – 30
READ:  John 1

MEDITATE ON: John 1:14 
So the Word became human and made his home 

among us. He was full of unfailing love and faith-

fulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of 

the Father’s one and only Son.

Aug 31 – Sep 6
READ: John 2-6

MEDITATE ON: John 3:5-8

Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the 

Kingdom of God without being born of water and 

the Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, 

but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. So 

don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born 

again.’ The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as 

you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes 

from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how 

people are born of the Spirit.”

Sep 7 – 13
READ: John 7-12

MEDITATE ON: John 8:28-29 

So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of 

Man on the cross, then you will understand that I 

am he. I do nothing on my own but say only what 

the Father taught me.  And the one who sent me is 

with me—he has not deserted me. For I always do 

what pleases him.”  

You'll need:
A Bible
A Journal
A Pre-Decided Time & A Distraction-Free Spot: 
This should be a consistent time when you can be mentally present. 

1 Bible Reading
Decide what to read
Is there a book of the Bible you are particularly interested in learning about? 

Maybe there is a theme or character quality you need to develop - like integrity or faith. When in doubt, 
the YouVersion app has several Bible reading plans categorized both by theme and book of the Bible. 

who brings it alive.

Meditate on Scripture  
Read the Bible for quality, not quantity. 

2 Prayer & Reflection
Prayer is a back and forth conversation with God.  

This is where you’ll need your journal. As NCCer and psychologist Mary DeRaedt says, “be on speaking 

terms with yourself.” 

saying to us. 

His voice sounds like. Not the booming circumstances. Not the inner critic. Not the wide open door (or 

10:27)

Record what God says to you
Write down what the Holy Spirit says and what you’re going to do about it. 

3 Obedience

something He has a purpose! It might feel uncomfortable. It may not make sense. But faith isn’t being 

re-direct your path.

Use #traction to share your plan with us!

AUGUST

  & SEPTEMBER

Sep 14 – 20
READ: John 13-15

MEDITATE ON: John 15:5 

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those 

who remain in me, and I in them, will produce 

much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.”

Sep 21 – 27
READ: John 16-21

MEDITATE ON: John 17:20-24 

 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also 

for all who will ever believe in me through their 

message. I pray that they will all be one, just as 

you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I 

am in you. And may they be in us so that the world 

will believe you sent me. I have given them the 

glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are 

one.  I am in them and you are in me. May they 

experience such perfect unity that the world will 

know that you sent me and that you love them as 

much as you love me.  Father, I want these whom 

you have given me to be with me where I am. Then 

they can see all the glory you gave me because you 

loved me even before the world began!”

OCTOBER

  & NOVEMBER
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Imagine reading the story of David and 

meditating on the Sermon on the Mount 

on the Sea of Galilee. The Bible jumps off 

the bookshelf and comes to life when we 

are immersed in its setting. 

This spring, Pastor Heather and Pastor 

Dave will lead a unique pilgrimage 

and study experience in the Holy 

Land. Marc Turnage, a Biblical scholar 

with expertise in the ancient roots of 

Christianity, will guide the trip with 

knowledge and ability to bring the 

history, culture, and geography of the 

Bible to life. 

$3275

$2025

Final payment is due Oct. 31. 

Participation is limited.

 

Visit ncc.gd/israel 

for more details. 

Study & Pilgrimage Trip to 

the Holy Land 
February 13-22, 2015
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I 
restoring and hopeful. Though His power is 
supernatural and inherently “other,” I can’t 
separate my community here on earth from 

Christ knew all along that His power and His 

has used people to help me receive His power.  

I grew up in Arizona with a father who was an 
alcoholic, a drug addict and mostly absent 
from my life.  My mother worked around the 
clock to support our family, so I spent most of 
my childhood at my grandparents’ house.  My 

parents divorced when I was 8 years old.  

By the age of 14, I was sexually active, had 
started drinking, and was experimenting with 
drugs. I met and became involved with a man 
named Michael, and I soon became pregnant 
and had an abortion. During high school, I 
continued to drink, abuse drugs, and even 
tried committing suicide several times.

I graduated in 2007 and moved out of my 
parents’ house and in with Michael.  A few 
short months later, I became pregnant again. 
To make a living and support me, Michael sold 

drugs. We were always on the move and there 
was never any certainty about life. In one year I 
lived in twelve different homes, bouncing from 
one couch to another. 

In June of 2008 when our daughter Olivia was 
three months old, we decided to get our lives 
back on track, so we moved in with Michael’s 
grandparents in Virginia. They were the ones 

In 2009, Michael was admitted to rehab. 
Although he took some steps in the right 
direction, he didn’t want me with him in 
Virginia, so I moved back to Arizona, and made 
trips back and forth to Virginia throughout 
the year. During that time, I was in and out 
of church and didn’t have a substantial 
relationship with the Lord. I didn’t know what I 
really believed in. 

Living in Arizona as a single mother was a 

after Michael committed suicide when Olivia 
was one year old. Thoughts of Michael’s death 
overwhelmed my thoughts and emotions. I 

alone in Arizona.  I was angry most of the time 
and felt abandoned and hopeless.  I struggled 
with anxiety and poor decision-making, and I 
turned to alcohol, drugs, and men when times 

to be working in the lives of others around me 
- why didn’t He change my life or answer my 
prayers? I tried and tried and tried on my own 
to get traction in life, but nothing worked. 

One morning, I gave up. I had no strength left 
to try to put the pieces of my life back together. 

I called Michael’s grandfather in Virginia and 
asked if Olivia and I could come live with him 
and Michael’s grandmother again. We were 
ready to establish a real relationship with the 
Lord, but we needed a new environment and 
supportive relationships.  I was overwhelmed 
when they said, “Yes.”  The thought of a fresh 
start made my dead heart start beating again! 
Their “yes” gave me hope. 

On August 16, 2013 we arrived in Virginia. 
I left all of our belongings behind and 
made the decision to start a new life. Since 
August, the Lord has worked incredibly in 
my heart. I have forgiven Michael for taking 
his life, I feel at peace, I’ve gained hope, and 
I have experienced inner healing because 
of my heavenly Father’s love for me. Most 
importantly, I have taken off the old self 
and put on the new self. The Holy Spirit has 
changed my mind and heart and continues to 

power, doors have opened that I could never 
have dreamt of just one year ago! 

life because Jesus died on the cross for my 

faithfulness, goodness, and unconditional 
love for me, I can experience His purpose and 
will for my life. He even brought hope out of 
Michael’s death; although painful, I know he 
can use any circumstance for good. No prayer, 

A few months ago, I discovered NCC. It is my 
new, spiritual family. Olivia is a “Crosswalk 
Kid” and grows in the Lord every day. 

I can’t imagine if Michael’s grandparents had 
said “no” to Olivia and I living with them, 
if they hadn’t introduced me to Christ, and 
if I hadn’t gotten involved in church. Those 
relationships were the community that led me 
to experience the power of Christ working in 
and through my life.  

- Amy Devisme

BRAND NEWBRAND NEW:
POWER OF CHRIST

In hindsight, I wanted to 
experience God's love for 
me & be blessed while 
continuing on my own path. 

In hindsight, I wanted to 
experience God's love for 
me & be blessed while 
continuing on my own path. 

“

“
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RETROSPECTIVE

Those words, spoken almost casually by her 
doctor, rocked Steph Modder’s world.  

Steph’s life had been colored by music since 
she began singing at the age of three.  

“My world revolved around music and being 
able to sing,” Steph says.  “It was my history, 
it was my present, it was my hobby, it was my 
passion, it was my job, it was my ministry, it 
was my connection to people, it was my diary – 
it was basically everything.”

Steph had moved to DC to work as a nanny 
in 2001, was roped into leading worship on 

leading worship for NCC church services by 
the next year.  She joined the staff part-time 

when NCC went multi-site with the launch of 
services at Ballston Common Mall in 2003 and 
eventually took over as worship coordinator 

team.

A few years later, in 2006, a lump on the throat.  
Denial.  Procrastinating.  Waiting for health 

came – Steph had a tumor wrapped around her 
vocal nerves.

She consulted four doctors who all told her 
the same thing – it had to be removed or it 
would continue to grow, it was impossible to 
determine if it was malignant or benign… and 
she would never sing again.

A friend pulled some strings to connect her to 

operating without damaging her vocal nerves 
(which are thinner than a strand of hair) was 
possible.

However, the risk remained great and Steph 

blaming Him, questioning what she had done 
wrong.  “Was I such a sinner that I had crossed 
a line and He needed to teach me a lesson?”

She would ask for prayer but couldn’t 
pray for herself.  Her friends’ attempts at 
encouragement just sounded like empty 
platitudes.  Fearing the worst, Steph pushed 
back her surgery several months.

“I knew that the potential to lose my voice 
was very high so I decided to go back to 
Minneapolis to record the songs that I’d talked 
about recording for ten years,” she says. “I 
thought if for some reason it goes away I 
needed something for posterity that this once 
was something I was able to do.”

In the early stages of working on a new song 
in Minneapolis, she experienced an epiphany: 
“You’re going to be okay because no matter 
what happens to you, you have purpose.”

Recalling that “the chief goal of man is to 

and sovereignty.

choice how I would best glorify Him,” she says.  
“And if He chose for some reason to take away 
my voice, I still was put on earth to glorify Him, 
so He would provide a way for me to glorify 
Him.”

The song she was working on became “Hope’s 

Got Me,” which contains the line, “I’m ready to 
begin again.”  

“There really was kind of this resolve that I may 

true identity in Christ because what I knew to be 
my expression to Him may change.”

Steph was able to worship again, read her 
Bible again, and accept people’s prayers and 
encouragement.  She returned to DC and led 
worship at NCC for the next two months leading 
up to her surgery.

Despite a self-described melancholic nature, she 
approached her surgery without nervousness 

resolve, believing that no matter what happened 
it was going to be okay.  “That is Jesus because 
there’s no way my wiring would have allowed for 
something like that,” she says.

The delicate surgery took over 6 hours and 
ultimately the tumor, which proved to be 
benign, was successfully removed.

Two days later, Steph began tentatively 
trying out her voice, and six weeks later, she 
was leading worship again at NCC’s annual 
Leadership Retreat.  

“In retrospect, I probably should have tried to 
have somebody else take over, but I think I was 
so excited that I had my voice,” she says. “I get 
another chance.  I get a chance to -- not to prove 
that I’m worth the gift, but to say thank you.  I 
didn’t have to go through the grieving process 
in full like I was preparing myself to do.”

Steph continued serving as NCC’s Worship 
Coordinator until she married John Hasler 

launch Prachtwerk, NCC’s café in Berlin.  There, 
her music is serving as an access point and 
her status as a fellow musician has given her 
additional credibility when booking shows for 
the café.

  RYAN ZEMPEL

Oh, you won  t be 
 singing anymore.

“Oh, you won't be 
   singing anymore.

“



“Jesus also did many 
other things. If they 
were all written down, 
I suppose the whole 
world could not contain 
the books that would be 
written.

“

-  JOHN 21:25
THE APOSTLE JOHN, SON OF ZEBEDEE 
AND BROTHER OF THE APOSTLE JAMES


