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Controlling the Calendar July 21th / July 22nd 

Speaker: Joshua Symonette 
Scripture: John 5:19 
 
Sermon Summary:  
Jesus oriented his life around his priorities and he submitted his priorities to his mission.  
We have to make room for the life with others to happen.  Implementing rhythms that 
prioritize others, ruthlessly eliminate hurry, and empower presence will free us to engage 
intentionally and organically. 

Sermon Series Questions:  

1. What did God reveal to you?  
2. What are you going to do about it?  
3. What is one element of God’s character you learned?  

Campus Specific Questions: 

1. What do your “yes’s” and “no’s” look like? Are they compromised to 
your priorities? Do you find yourself saying more “yes’s” or “no’s”? 

2. What intentional choices can you make to come into regular contact with those 
around you? 

3. Sometimes controlling your calendar requires changing where you're located. Do 
you need to change locations to better control your calendar? 

4. Reflect on your neighboring. How are you doing? What do think your neighbors 
think about you? How can you become better? 

5. Spend some time in prayer and then ask yourself, “What edits do I 
need to make this week to go in the direction you’re calling me to?”  
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Activate Challenge 

Priorities your Calendar: 
Neighboring well requires intentionality, planning, scheduling, and a commitment to 
boundaries.  Planning always begins with the calendar app (not exactly, but you get the 
point).  This activity helps to outline your calendar and your priorities 
 

1. On a piece of paper, create a list of your ideal week.  For each day, ask yourself the 
following questions: 

• What will you get accomplished? 
• Who will you interact with? 

2. Prioritize each between High, Medium, or Low. 
3. Discuss with the group: 

• Do your highest priorities focus on people or things? 
• Do you control your calendar or does your calendar control you? 

 
Creating the Space: 
How much space in your week is given to just be in your community?  What rituals have 
you established to ensure you are not isolating yourself from your neighbors?  Take some 
time this week to intentionally create space to hang in and around community.  Here are a 
few examples: 
 

• Hang out at work 
• Spend time on your front porch. 
• Sit at your local coffee shop 

 
Celebrate the Sabbath Together: 
Too often, we limit the concept of the Sabbath as 
“the day we go to church.”  The command of the 
Sabbath, found in Exodus 20:8-11, spoke to the 
need for rest and reverence for the entire 
community.  How do you observe Sabbath 
outside of weekend services?  Where do you find 
rest and space to reverence the work of God in 
your life? 
 
After wrestling with the questions above, figure out ways of inviting your neighbors into 
your Sabbath.  Here are a few suggestions below: 
 

• Plan a potluck picnic with your neighbors. 
• Invite your neighbors on a hike. 
• Plan a movie night. 

RESOURCES 

BOOK: Rest of God 
Mark Buchanan 

 
BOOK: Making Room for Life 

Randy Frazee 
 


