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Six and a half years ago, my wife and I started to look for our very first house. We were excited about it. So we went out, this was before Google Maps on your iphone and I would actually physically take a map and I would route with a pen each place that we would go so that we could most efficiently use our three hours to see as many open houses as possible. We would go out and we would have a good time and we would talk and dream and think and strategize about would be next. We had a few false starts, but then after that, it was a great pleasure to put a bid on a house and then it is accepted. Then you sit down and sign the papers after that. Now, signing the papers sounds like a simple process doesn’t it? But what actually happens is you get 68 pages put in front of you, size 8 font, and written in a foreign language! There is no way to understand it and you go through and you start to sign pages. You sign like 158 different places and by the end you don’t know if you are signing away your firstborn child or your wife or anything. Then you get done and we go out and celebrate our first house. We own our house! We are excited. We get to paint it our color and we get to build memories in this but what I didn’t realize is that I had also signed up for flooding in our basement. 10 floods in our basement specifically. And I had also signed up for our front stairs beginning to crumble and we would have to redo them. I signed up for our roof leaking and our toilets overflowing. I signed up for some neighbor issues. I signed up for high mortgage payments and hidden taxes. I signed up for a lot of things that I didn’t realize were in that fine print. I remember not long after moving into the house, I remember hearing the beautiful pouring rain outside and I went downstairs to see the beautiful pouring rain inside our house! I realized then that home ownership is not exactly what I realized. And it feels like, when you’re looking at the house and you go two or three to see it, it feels like you own the house, but you don’t actually own that house until you sit down and sign the contract. You sign the fine print and take full responsibility for the fine print of that contract. Then you own the house. Every first-time home buyer should really have an opportunity to sit down with someone of wisdom, someone who says, ‘here’s the deal, it seems like a great thing but home ownership is not all that glamorous. You have to put a lot of money and effort into this thing, it is going to be a pain, but I think it’s a good idea. I think over the long haul it will be a benefit to you, but it’s not all the glamorous idea that we think. I want you to know what you are signing up for.’
In Mark 2:14, Jesus comes onto the scene and He calls the disciples to come and follow Me. It is this call that changes the disciples’ lives forever. It changes and alters those around them. It changes and alters the lives of those that would come behind them. But what does the call really mean? What does our call from God really consist of? What are the details, the fine print of our calling? We are going to spend the next four weeks looking at Scriptures that talk about the fine print and what it actually means, the practicality of what it means to step into the fine print of our calling.

If you’ve got your Bible, turn to Luke 18 and we will read verses 18-23. We’ll get to it in just a moment. The author Luke places this event in the middle of a series of stories that talk about what it means to be a disciple, what it means to go all in. This story is actually in a number of the gospels. We see it back in Mark 10, and Mark gives us one verse that sets up a good context for what we are about to read. Verse 17 says: As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to Him and fell on his knees before him.  

This was a good man. He is genuinely seeking Jesus. He falls on his knees before Jesus and he says, ‘I want to know what it means to truly follow you, to be your disciple.’  I wanted to give this context because I think that is where a lot of us are. We’ve gone through this series and we are genuinely seeking before God what it means. I’m ready, I’m all in, but what exactly does it mean for my life.

Luke 18:18

 18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

   19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 

 21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

 22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” [There’s your fine print right there.]
 23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 
There is one thing I want us to think about today, this week ahead, this simple question. What do I have great of? This man had great wealth. He was seeking the kingdom of God and he comes before Jesus and he says, ‘I want to go all in, what must I do?’ And Jesus says, ‘Well, you follow these commands.’ The guy says, ‘Great! I’m doing that and I’m going to keep doing that. Anything else?’ ‘Just one other thing, one last thing, you need to give me this one thing.’ And the man walks away. He walks away from Jesus because he was of great wealth. What he had great of was what hindered him to come before God and follow Him. What is it that you have great of? What is it that you have built up over time that you have gained over time that now you are a slave to? What is it that holds you back?
This passage is disturbing. It is disturbing to the disciples and to the rich young ruler. It is disturbing to me and it should be disturbing to all of us. Why? Because it is extreme and radical and abrupt. It is in your face. But it is easy to miss the truth when it is delivered in moderation, isn’t it? But when we pull ourselves back and take ourselves out of the equation, when we take our devotions and our sermons away from moderating the truth of the Scripture, all you have left is the potent powerful words of Jesus, and they are in your face and they make you feel uncomfortable and they disturb you a little bit. But when you have an encounter with Jesus, you are forced into an uncomfortable calling. That’s the truth. That is the fine print of the Word of God.

When I was in college, I had an incredible encounter with God and my life was changed for the better. God overtook my life and He changed me and I was transformed and that’s the reason I’m in ministry today, because of what God did in my life and started me down a new path and a different road. But along the way, I began praying to the Lord and something happened, He gave me a very uncomfortable calling in the midst of all that. At the time, I had some issues, some confidence issues, maybe they were identity issues. Ultimately the issue was that I was too concerned with pleasing the people around me. So I came before God and I felt like the Holy Spirit prompted this idea to give Him my tongue. What does that mean? That sounds weird, to give Him my tongue, my voice. I felt this prompting that I needed to go back and share the love of God with every single one of my friends. Acceptance was what I had great of. You might say, ‘Oh, that doesn’t sound that bad.’ This guy had to sell everything and give it to the poor and all you’re doing is just telling people about the love of God. Well, that’s what I had great of. This man had great wealth. I was in college, if I would have sold everything, I probably would have made about $7.50 and the pool would have given it back to me to go get a meal for myself! Some of you guys are in that same place! What I had great of was this idea of acceptance. So for me to think about going back and telling all my friends and putting myself in relational risk, that did not work in my brain. I did not want to do it, I wasn’t going to do it, I said no to God. But I did it in a nice way. I said, ‘Well God, I’ll pray about it.’  Isn’t that how we say no in a nice way? But I realized that if I didn’t obey the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the calling of Jesus on my heart, then I walked away from his power, from his love and I was left with religion. That’s all I would be left with. So I decided to go for it. I built up some courage and that summer, I still remember going back home and I sat down and the first conversation that I had was one of the most humbling conversations I’ve ever had in my life. It was a buddy that I’d had for most of my life. In high school, some of the friends that I made in sports started to make fun of this guy. I didn’t engage in it, I didn’t make fun of him, but I didn’t stop them from making fun of him. I didn’t stand up for him, I just let it happen. So what happened over time is that the pain that he experienced I became a part of the pain that he experienced because I was part of the group of people who made fun of him. So I went back and I said, ‘Man, I need your forgiveness.’ His life was shattered at moments because of what some people said about him and to him and I didn’t stand up for him. I said, ‘I need your forgiveness. I need to apologize and I want to submit myself to be forgiven.’ And it was this incredible moment in our relationship of restoration and God completely restored us and at the end he said, ‘Man, you are different, this is not the you that I remember.’ And I went to another friend and I said, ‘I gotta tell you something, I went to a field and I found a hidden treasure in the field and I gotta share it with you because it is overtaking my life and God has done something new with me and we’ve got to do this thing!’ And we had hours and hours of conversation on God’s existence and his practicality in our life. And I sat down with another friend and I said, ‘We both are pretty good people, we have comfortable lives and we look pretty good but on the inside we are empty but God has a calling on our lives and He is calling us out from who we have been in the past and there is something greater ahead for us.’ And I went to another friend and I said, ‘Man, you’ve been sitting on the fence for a long time and you are on the edge of faith and God does not want to allow you to live on the edge of faith and you’ve been sitting on the fence but today is your day! C’mon man, I’m going to do it with you. I’m going to walk with you every step of the way and we are going to seek God.’ And I begin to operate in the prophetic. I began to operate in the place that God has called me and if God has called me, I’m going to do it with everything I have and when I do it, it opens up what God can do within relationship, with us, and the love of God impacted and showed itself to those people. But something bigger than that happened, I was transformed. I was changed because I had an encounter with God and because I was willing to listen to the fine print of his calling and the promptings on my heart and because I obeyed.
The rich young ruler has an encounter with Jesus and he hears the calling, but then he walks away, and in doing so, he walks away from God’s power and his evidence and he said, ‘I choose religion over surrender, I choose it over relationship, I choose your leadership over your lordship.’ Some of us listening to this today have had an experience with God. We have had an encounter with Jesus and He has done something and it changes us and alters us, but we have a choice in the matter. We have an encounter with God. Are we going to obey the extremes that He is calling us to? The great that He has called us to give up, are we going to choose to walk away from Him and in so doing walk away from his power and his love and ultimately a relationship that is living and active?
If you rewind a couple of chapters in your Bible back to Luke 14, I want to take just a moment to look at another fine print passage. Luke 14:25

 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 [Here’s the fine print]“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
There is a reason we don’t like the fine print. It usually says stuff that is not palatable for us to hear. This Scripture starts off by acknowledging the crowed right? Because, over time, Jesus begins to build up large crowds. He became an attraction. He became entertainment, if you will. A modern day example would be the Washington Caps, everyone is jumping on the bandwagon wanting them to win the NHL Stanley Cup and it could happen. Or maybe it is the royal wedding for you. You got up at 2:00 a.m. and watched the dress and all that stuff. It’s intriguing isn’t it? It sucks you in and you watch. It’s like this spectacle that you want to be part of. Jesus is entertainment value to a lot of people, and He comes along and crowds are gathering. They are coming around Him but here’s the thing, they are not just gathering around Him, the fact is that a lot of the crowd were not following Jesus as much as they were following other people. They were just being pulled in to see what miracle He might perform today. They want to be part of something that could be great without the personal commitment or the responsibility to it.

I love being at a church where things are happening, where things are going on, where faith is being given up to God on a daily basis and we are seeing individual miracles in personal lives. I love being around the presence of God. It is encouraging and it pulls me in and I’m drawn in and lifted up and I’m encouraged. I love it. I love being around this environment but that doesn’t mean that God has invaded my life. If you have a friend that is a Caps fan, that doesn’t make you a Caps fan. If you are sitting next to or looking at or listening to someone who has surrendered to God, it doesn’t mean that you have personally encountered Him and surrendered everything unto Him. 

A lot of us have said, ‘I want to go all in.’ We’ve talked about that for the last month and we’ve given ourselves to this idea, but as we went through the ‘All In’ series, as it progressed, there was more and more tension in my life, because more and more, I began to educate myself and submit myself before the Lord and realize that what we were talking about, all in is a crazy endeavor. When we talk about all in, it means everything. It means giving to God the parts that, well, this is not a good message. We should not be excited about this thing because He wants the parts of us that hurt, and that is not exciting. Those are things, let me be honest, I don’t know if I’m willing to give those things. I don’t know. I’m challenged, I’m disturbed. Am I able to do these things? Do we really understand what we are talking about?  Maybe yes, maybe we intellectually grasp the idea of all in, but do we physically and practically comprehend what Jesus is saying when He says, ‘Pick up your cross and follow Me. Die to yourself and follow Me, give Me everything.’ And we say yes and we sign up and go all in but here’s how we tend to translate the fine print of our all in contract. We translate all in as adventure, as excitement, as adrenaline, as God’s riches and his blessings and I get excited about that! Who wants to go all in today? Yes!  Who wants excitement? Who wants adventure? C’mon, get excited! It’s free stuff everywhere! But then we ask the second part of the fine print question. Who wants to carry the cross? Who wants suffering? Who wants pain? Who wants ridicule? Who wants persecution? Who wants selflessness and sacrifice? Who wants service? Who wants giving? We get fired up about the first part of the deal but we don’t fully count the cost of what God has called us to. He has called us to the fine print. The fine print is intrusive, it is overreaching, it is the uncomfortable part of our faith that reaches down to the depths that calls us to surrender. But instead of following Jesus, we just want to enjoy the consolation of his grace. 
I love Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s thesis on the idea that grace does not come cheap, but we have been given a costly grace that comes at a great price. Here’s what he says: 

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without repentance, baptism without church discipline, communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, without the cross, without Jesus Christ. Costly grace is a treasure hidden in the field, for the sake of it, a man will gladly go and sell all that he has. It is costly because it cost a man his life and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son. 
I Corinthians 6:20: you were bought at a price. This thing is expensive. God’s grace is expensive. 

What does it say in the Scripture we just read? You have to hate your mother and your father, your kids and your wife, your brother and sister and you have to hate yourself and you have to pick up your cross and carry your cross and die to self daily. Grace is expensive. It costs me a lot. Had do we go from the previous Scripture where it said to honor your mother and father to now we are hating our father and mother. How do you deal with that? I’m actually pretty good at going between the both of those but which one are we doing here? And family, talk about family, that touches the emotion of my heart. That’s where you get me going, when you talk about my kids and my parents. He is talking about family, submitting those up to God. That is hard! Here’s the reality of it. Let’s talk about parenting for just a moment in the middle of this sermon. We look at our kids and we see research show that one in five kids will remain in faith after the age of 20. 4 out of 5 kids are leaving faith. The number one reason cited is hypocrisy.  So, parents, what you are saying is not lining up with what you are doing. What you believe and what we comprehended, remember we intellectually comprehend certain things but we do practically know and live those things? We comprehend and we say the right things but hypocrisy is not practically understanding and living those things out. The greatest things that my parents passed along to me were not what they said, it was what I caught, when I looked at when I knew what they believed because I saw it in the little moments that they didn’t think I was watching. God, help me as a father, as a dad, God help me as a parent to live with the knowledge and the belief, the utter belief of who You are and your existence in my life, to know that You are here with me now and that you have given me a job. God help me to live in that place. The greatest things that my parents passed along to me were not because they were trying to be good parents; it was because they were trying to love God. And because they tried to love God and put Him first, it forced them to be good parents over here. And those things were gifted to me.
But we see in the Scriptures that we are called to give the things that are dearest, the things that are most important to us, to surrender those things to God. When we do, He adds his blessing. But we fight and we fight to keep control of our lives, to keep our hands around things, to not surrender. We fight to keep control but we give lip service to faith.

Last week, Easter, after services, we had a lot of our family come over to our house. It was a beautiful day. We went outside and we had our Easter lunch and we started telling stories and we talked about this story that came up about my dad almost drowning. So we were talking about it and the circumstance was when my dad was a farmer from central Illinois and he could not swim worth a lick. Not just that he couldn’t do a couple of laps or he had a bad stroke, I mean he couldn’t do the doggie paddle. It was pretty pathetic, or funny. So anyway, a long time ago, we were at this place with a pool and he is sitting on the side and somehow he slipped into the pool into the deep end of the pool, and he lost it! He started freaking out with arms flailing everywhere and he looks like a chicken and my sister and brother say it is still seared into their brains that experience of seeing him freak out of much. My mom said, ‘I didn’t know if I was watching him die or what!’ So we’re talking about this and my brother says, ‘What’s crazy is that it was an 8-foot pool!’ Couldn’t he have just gone down to the bottom and jumped his way up. It was a hotel pool! Has any adult every drowned in a hotel pool? Are you kidding me? We were all talking about this and laughing about it and the fact is, if you had any lifeguard training growing up, you know that one of the hardest parts about saving someone that you figure out in training that when you go out to save them, the thing that could stop you from saving them is them trying to save themselves, right? So you have to understand that an arm that is flailing could whack you or you could go under and drown with that person if they won’t release. The most important thing for them to do in their distress and in their trouble is to stop, to yield control, to stop trying to control the situation because that is actually bringing more damage to the situation. The most important thing that they can do is to surrender, to go limp and yield and then the lifeguard is able to put his arm around them and do the work to bring them to safey.
We are going and running throughout our life and the city is crazy and we are trying to keep up with everything and we are trying our best to remain in control and to control everything and we are flailing and we look like we are crazy. We are trying to control things but then God comes along and He says the best thing that you can do is surrender, to stop and let go, surrender to Me, let go of control and let Me do all the work.

Back to Scripture, Luke 14:28

 28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 
I played ball with a guy in college who had a lot of talent. He was quick and he had great body control, but the thing is, he would get down in the post and make this incredible move and make the defender look silly, and then he’s go up and miss the dunk! It used to drive my coach crazy. Coach would say something like, ‘I don’t care about the oohs and the aahs from the crowd, I don’t care about a highlight, if you can’t finish the play. A good move is not worth two points to me.’  

Then here we are in life and we are trying to seek God and pursue God and we are asking Him to help us and it doesn’t matter if you get the crowd behind you. It doesn’t matter if you get some oohs and aahs but we are so enamored by the big plays and the big faith and we are so fired up and emotional about the big miracles and the big commitments and the all in and we’re so caught up in those things but God says that stuff does not count. It is not worth two points in my kingdom. It doesn’t count on my scoreboard.   Here’s the deal, discipline eats emotion for breakfast any day of the week. God wants to take your passion and develop it into discipline. 

I Samuel 15:22, here’s what God says:  Obedience is more important than sacrifice. 
It doesn’t matter how much you sacrifice, how much you give up to me, if you don’t obey what I say. Obey my calling on your life.
Sometimes my kids will get in a little fight over little things, something stupid, like a 25 cent marker or something. They will be playing with it and then they’ll fight. So what I have to do is let one play with it for a little while then I’ll give it to the other person. Then I’ll tell them it’s time to give the marker back, and they’ll look at it and then look at me, and then they will spot something else, like the $10 toy we bought for them because we knew they would love it but they loved the little 25 cent marker they got for free in Kids Church instead. But they’ll look over and they will grab that $10 toy and give it to me instead. But I say, ‘I didn’t ask for that, I asked for the marker.’ And it usually ends up with discipline so I’ll stop the story there.  

But step back from this for a second. Let’s look at the market value of this story. Instead of giving me the cheap little market value 25 cent marker, they have decided to give me the $10 toy. That’s a much better deal for me. They are giving me the more expensive piece. But it doesn’t matter does it? Their sacrifice doesn’t matter if they don’t obey what I am calling them to do.

God does not know market value. He knows personal value. And when you are willing to give personal value, He is willing to add spiritual value. God is most glorified when we are obedient to Him and trusting God is not an ‘and’ proposition, it is an ‘only’ proposition. We don’t serve myself and God. We serve God only. And then He adds all these things unto us. But we want to hold onto what we have and what we hold so dear and give God the leftover.

One of the biggest places in my heart is for the people who are fence dwellers and bench warmers. I was both of those things at times in my life and I still fall back into those things. Bench warmers are people who have been touched by God but don’t get off the bench to act for God. We live in the community blessing of the people around us as a church or those groups we are in around us, we live in those blessings but we don’t take personal responsibility to serve ourselves and to step into the calling ourselves and personalize the responsibility that God has given to us. Then there are the fence dwellers. Those who sit on the fence and dabble a little over here and a little over here and try to gain God’s glory while we also they to receive the benefits of our selfish ambitions and we can’t seem to decide to go one way or the other and we live in a luke-warm state. We live our lives on the fence. I’ve been there for a long time. I spent a lot of my life there, so I understand the difficulties of that. But God says to those who are luke-warm, He says, ‘I will spit you out.’ He wants no part of it. Decide, sell out, give everything, take a step towards the Lord. 
There is a story of a hen and a pig who come to church and they hear a sermon about how we should feed the poor. The hen leans over to the pig and he says, ‘I’ve got an idea, I think we should feed the poor bacon and eggs.’ And the pig thinks about it for a second and he leans back over and he says, ‘There is only one problem with that, you are only making a contribution and I’m making a total commitment!’  We live our lives on the fence and we hear a message or we are challenged by God’s word or He gives us a Holy Spirit prompting and we decide to stay on our fence and make a contribution so that we can soothe our conscience. 

What God wants is complete and total submission and surrender and commitment to Him. He says to the disciples, ‘Come and follow Me.’ And they follow Him. They follow Him into joy. They follow Him into hope. They follow Him into purpose and peace. They follow Him into power. They follow Him into the love of God that changes our lives and they follow Him all the way, to death for some of them, death on the cross. We should have ended it and put the period after the joy part. They followed Him completely giving every part of themselves and surrendering themselves to God.

Let me close with this. Not long ago, you know about the earthquake that happened in Haiti and not long after that, I took a team of people from the church over the help in the response. We went over there and we helped with a church that operated as a school for most of the week and the ground underneath it was eroding so it was falling over on one side. They were about to lose their school. So we came in and we secured and we rebuilt and we resolidified the one side and we hopefully saved this school and church for a long time. At the end of the week, the pastor invited us to have a celebration. They served goat, they slaughtered a goat and had rice and beans and Haitian coffee and this amazing meal. The missionary shared with us that this is a huge deal. This is a huge sacrifice for them to give the only goat that they owned and sacrifice that for you to celebrate what you have given is a huge deal. Let me tell you about the meal real quick. I picked up my plate and I was about to take a bite of goat and there were little hairs staring me in the eye and I decided not to look at each bit that I was eating and instead I looked over to see the coffeepot and the filter was an old sock that might have been in a high school locker room for a year. This sock was old. I had questions that started to come up that I did not want answers to. It was quite the missionary moment. But it was one of the greatest meals I’ve ever had, not because of the food but because of what I know was given, because of what that meal meant. Was it powerful because of what the meal meant to me? No. I’m not choosing crusty coffee or hairy goat, I’d take a different meal over that. It wasn’t powerful because of what the sacrifice of the meal meant to me, it was powerful because of what the sacrifice meant to the giver. 
God doesn’t need your money. God doesn’t need your time. He doesn’t need your gifts. He doesn’t need your talent. He doesn’t need whatever you have to give. He doesn’t need it. Is it powerful to Him though? Is it worship to Him because of what that gift means to Him? No. It is powerful because of what that means to you. Because if it means something great to you, it means something great to Him because He understands what is being given, that what is being given is a great and important and foundational part of who we are. And when we give that to Him, it opens up the opportunity to receive the power and the love of God, for it to be at work within our hearts and within our hearts.
The moral of the story of the Haitian pastor is the same moral of the story that we read at the beginning of this day – if we are willing to give up what is dearest to us, if we can look within our lives and understand what we have great of and if we come before God and decide to surrender before Him, then He will come and consume us and make us a disciple. Are we   ready to surrender all to the fine print of his calling? God help us.
Lord we thank You for your work in our hearts. We thank You for your Word for our hearts. We pray that You would give us the boldness to go all in. We pray that You would give us the wisdom to understand your calling. We pray that You would give us the courage to remain faithful to that calling. We pray that You would give us the tenacity to achieve your calling. We pray that you would give us the sensitivity to live and reside in the fine print of your calling and of your love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
