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Welcome to all eight of our campuses and a shout out to our extended family listening via podcast. We are thrilled that you are here as we kick off a new series called Time, Talent and Treasure. Three incredible gifts that God has given to us and it is our job to steward them. The question is how and that is what we are going to talk about over the next several weeks.
Turn to Ephesians 5 and we will get there in just a moment. 

In Physics, there is a thought experiment called the twin paradox. Imagine identical twins, one of them makes a journey into space in a high speed rocket while the other twins remains earth bound. When the twins are reunited, the twin who traveled into space will have aged less while the twin who stayed on earth will have aged more. Let me be a little bit more specific. About a century ago, a French Physicist said that if the traveling twin was moving at let’s say 99.995 percent of the speed of light and remained at that speed for one year and then reversed course and returned to earth, he would have aged two years while 200 years would have passed on earth. The key to the twin paradox is a little concept called time dilation. It is a little beyond my pay grade but it is this idea that time is elastic, almost like a rubber band that can stretch and squeeze. We don’t really notice it because we are moving so slowly. But when you begin to approach the speed of light, it becomes quite obvious. Suffice it to say, time is relative. 

Parents, you will appreciate this. If you have a two year old, to that two year old, one year is 50 percent of their life. That is a long time. It feels like forever. If you are 20, one year is five percent of your life. If you are 50, it is two percent and time flies, right? My point is this, how we experience time is incredibly subjective and this idea of time dilation is not just a tenant of physics, Scripture touches on this topic in several different places. In the Old Testament, Psalm 84:10 says
Better is one day in the courts of the Lord than a thousand elsewhere. 

Now I’m not sure the psalmist is trying to come up with a mathematical ratio of 1,000 to one but I think it is fair to say that God can accomplish more in one day than you can accomplish in 1,000 lifetimes. 

There is a time dilation that happens when we pray, when we worship, when we meditate. It leverages time. There is a compound interest to the time we spend in the presence of God. It reminds me of something Martin Luther wrote in his journal on a particularly busy day. He said I have so much to do today that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer. We tend to do the opposite don’t we? But better is one day in the courts of the Lord than a thousand elsewhere.

In the New Testament, II Peter 3:9 says
Do not forget this one thing dear friends, with the Lord a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promises, as some understand slowness.

I love the story about the man who was having a conversation with God. He said, God how long is a million years to you? God said a million years is like a second. The man said how much is a million dollars to you? God said a million dollars is like a penny. The man said could you spare a penny? God said sure, just wait a second!

One of the most common mistakes we make is that when it comes to thinking about God is we think about Him in four dimensional terms. Because that is all we’ve ever known. We are stuck in three dimensions of space. We are stuck on one dimension of time. But God exists outside of the four space time dimensions that He created. He is omnipresent. He is omnipotent. Here’s some good news. Someday we will cross the space time continuum and we will enter a dimension that the Bible calls eternity. It is time dilation to the nth degree.
But for now, we deal with here and there and we are stuck in the past, present and future. So with that as a backdrop, Ephesians 5 starting in verse 15

15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

We will come back to that phrase, redeeming the time. In fact, that is the title of this message, but let me start with the second half of this verse because the days are evil. And I think what happened in Charlottesville is evidence of that. 

In November of 1954, Dr. Martin Luther King delivered a sermon titled Transform Nonconformists. I love that sermon. I think I like it as much as I like I Have A Dream speech. He the Christian is called upon not to be like a thermometer conforming to the temperature of his society, but he must be like a thermostat serving to transform the temperature of his society. Are you a thermometer? If everyone around you is gossiping and complaining and prejudicing, do you just join in? Do you live down to the level of the least common denominator around you? Or are you a thermostat? Are you the person that changes the atmosphere with love and joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control? I will be honest, I don’t really like the temperature right now. What happened in Charlottesville last weekend is do indefensible, so inexcusable, I can’t believe we even have to talk about it. But we do. Racism is evil. And here’s what’s frustration to me, we tweet about it and think we’ve done something about it. Tweeting is not working. And it is going to take more than a tweet to change the heart.
Let me go all the way back to the beginning of Genesis.

In the beginning, God said us make man in our image.

You were created in the image of God and so was the person next to you. To think of yourself as superior to someone else because of the color of your skin is not just sinful, it grieves the heart of a God who made us that way. We have a core value at NCC, everyone is invaluable and irreplaceable. Why? Because you are made in the image of God. See, here’s what happens, in the beginning, God created us in his image but we’ve been creating God in our image ever since. That is what slave owners did. That is what Hitler did. That is what the KKK white supremacists are doing. It is the ancient lie from the pit of hell. But let me take it one step further. Dr. Martin Luther King in that message comments. He said I see many white people sincerely opposed to segregation but they never took a stand against it because of the fear of standing alone. 

I want to remind us this weekend that there are two kinds of sin. There are sins of commission and there are sins of omission. A sin of commission is doing something you should not have done. A sin of omission is not doing something you could have or should have done. Under that umbrella of the sins of omission I think is the sin of silence. It is not saying what desperately needs to be said. And I think it is what Mordechai warned Esther about 2,500 years ago. In that instance, it wasn’t just racism, it had moved to genocide. There was a guy named Haman who hated the Jewish people and he wanted to annihilate them. And that when Mordechai says to Queen Esther, if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will rise for the Jews from another place but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether or not you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this. 

I think one way that we redeem the time is be stepping up and stepping in in moments like this. These were very different circumstances but they are exactly the same, are they now? Silence, in this kinds of circumstances is not just wrong, it is dangerous. In the words of Edmund Burr, the only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing. 

Inaction is an action. Indecision is a decision. And sometimes, silence sanctions. 

If you are part of this church, you know that we want to be more known for what we are for than what we are against. We don’t just curse the darkness around here, we try to light candles. We try to criticize by creating. Instead of complaining, let’s write better books, let’s start better businesses, let’s produce better films, let’s draft better legislations and run better campaigns. Let’s make better art. Let’s do it better with the help of the Holy Spirit. That is the heartbeat of who we are and what we are about. As it relates to racism, here is what I think. I think is our job to give the world a picture of something better, something different. 

Galatians 3:28 says

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Around here we also add Republican and Democrat. In Christ, there is no room for racism or favoritism based on socio-economic status or gender inequality because we are reconciled to Christ and we are reconciled to each other. At an absolute fundamental level, we are children of God which makes us brothers and sisters. 

Let me share a little story. Summer gave me permission to share it. When Lora was pregnant with Josia, when she started to have contractions, right before going to the hospital called the family together and of course we already had Parker and Summer, Parker would have been six and Summer would have been four and we did a little prayer circle praying for Mom and getting ready. So we prayed together and Summer was so excited! She couldn’t wait! I think she thought we were having the baby for her. She couldn’t wait to have a little baby brother, so right after we prayed right before we went to the hospital, the last thing Summer said was, ‘I wonder if he is going to be black or white?’ 

It made us laugh and it made us proud. I’m white. And what that means is I can’t pretend to understand what it means to be on the wrong side of racism. But I will tell you one reason why we decided to raise our family in the city is because we love the idea of raising them in a diverse environment where they would grow up around people that didn’t quite look like them and they would maybe learn to love and respect. And I am not suggesting that it is necessary to live in the city to do that but that was one of our reasons for wanting to be in the city. Because we wanted our kids to be color-blind. But what I’ve realized in recent years, that is not good enough. Color-blind does not cut it anymore. Maybe it never did. I think color-blindness ignores the reality that many minorities experience and most of us who are white have never experienced. Go watch a Ted Talk by Melody Hopson. She says color-blindness is very dangerous because it means we are ignoring the problem. Then she says we have to be color brave. I like that. I want to be color brave. Can I challenge this church? Can I challenge you to be color brave? What does that look like? I’ll tell you what it looks like, it looks like Jesus. That is what it looks like. It looks like Jesus and there is a beautiful picture of this in the gospels. In John 4:4 it says that Jesus had to go through Samaria. But no, He didn’t. But He did. According to Josephus, the Jewish historian, when Jews living in Galilee traveled to Jerusalem for the pilgrimage feast, the shortest route, the most direct route was traveling right through Samaria. But here’s the subtext, the Pharisees would take the long road all the way around Samaria to avoid even stepping on Samaritan soil. In other words, they went out of their way to stay away. They went out of their way to go around and thought it was righteousness because to them, righteousness was avoiding contact with the wrong people. Which most of us define as anybody who is not like us. 

Righteousness is going right through Samaria. That is what Jesus did. If you follow in his footsteps, you are going to love people you don’t like, you’re going to love people who aren’t like you. That’s the bottom line. That is what the love of Christ does when it begins to transform our hearts. The Jews and Samaritans were ethnic enemies but Jesus loved them, and ready for this? He celebrated them in his parables. 
We’ve got to celebrate our difference. I think that is what true diversity does. It is a recognition that those differences are dimensions of God’s image. 

This past week, we hosted the first ever DC Black Film Festival at the Miracle Theater. I love what the founders of the Film Festival, Kevin Sampson, said on WTOP this week. He said when the lights go down, we are all the same color. I feel like we ought to cut the lights at all of our campuses just for dramatic effect. 

This next week, the mayor of DC will be at our grand opening of the DC Dream Center. She will cut the ribbon and we will open the doors and I believe God is going to use that Dream Center to raise up a generation of radical dreamers. And let me just take this opportunity to say thank you to each and every one of you who invested in that. You are a shareholder in everything God is going to do in and through that Dream Center. We’ve waited a long time for this day. But I’m not talking about the last five years. This goes back to 1996 when two men named Scott and Sammy got a vision for this part of our city. One was black, the other was white and together they started this thing called the Southeast White House and it has been a beacon of reconciliation for the last two decades. They modeled what it looks like for a white brother and a black brother to wash each other’s feet and carry each other’s burdens. And it has been a beautiful thing. The Dream Center isn’t going to solve every problem in this city but I think it is one way of us saying we are not going to sit by or stay silent. We are going to step up and step in because you and I are agents of reconciliation. II Corinthians 5 says the love of Christ compels us and it says that God has given us, are you ready to receive this? God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. It has your name on it. 

I want to commission each and every person at all eight of our campuses, you are an agent of reconciliation. Let me take a little bit of a risk. I haven’t had many dreams that I would describe as God-ordained dreams when I’m sleeping. I think I’m a below average dreamer, honestly. I hardly ever remember them. Hardly ever. And when I do they are weird and I can’t understand them and I don’t think they are God, most of them, I think they are from pizza! But I remember one dream I’m pretty sure it was from God. It was one of the shortest dreams I’ve ever had and I remember it so distinctly and I woke right up and I was like, what just happened? I will tell you the dream.  In my dream, I saw Pilot washing his hands and then I saw Jesus washing feet. And a voice said don’t wash hands like Pilot, wash feet like Jesus. And I woke up. Do you know what Pilot did? He said he washed his hands, it wasn’t his responsibility. Jesus, on the other hand, not his responsibility but He took off his cloak and gets down and takes the form of the lowest servant on the Jewish ladder and washes feet. Do you know what I would love to do this weekend? I would love to wash the feet of every person here who doesn’t have my color skin, as an expression of humility, as an act of repentance, as a hope that maybe, just maybe, let this be a church that doesn’t wash its hand but washes the feet of the people around us. 
Sometimes you get about 23 minutes into a message and you realize, hm, this is a little heavy. I have pastored this church for a long time. I think what is happening is we are absorbing this because God has something for us for such a time as this. We are in the right place at the right time to make a difference. 
Let me give you a little bit of good news. The days are evil. But we know how this battle between good and evil ends. And we get a sneak peak in the book of Revelation. Revelation 7:9

9 After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could count, from every nation, every tribe, every people, every language was standing before the throne and before the Lamb.

 There is no racism in heaven. There is no segregation. There is discrimination. I love this multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-colored picture and I pray that this church will be a reflection of that reality. And that is what we pray when we pray the Lord’ Prayer, on earth as it is in heaven, that the church here would reflect the bride of Christ there.
Well, I’m not sure how we are going to redeem the time but maybe we just did. We are out of time to talk about time. So maybe I will come back to it in two weeks.

Let me share one last thought. I was reading a book last week of an interview with Whitney Cummings. She said something that struck me. She said, sometimes when we judge other people, it is just a way to not look at ourselves. A way to feel superior or sanctimonious. That is pretty good. What I’ve discovered is that the issues I have with others are really issues in my own heart. Jesus said that we ought to deal with the planks in our own eye before we point out the speck of sawdust in someone else’s. Whitney goes on and shares about how she overcame some of these issues that she had with others. She says, ‘My trauma therapist said every time you meet someone, just in your head say I love you before you have the conversation with them and that conversation will go a lot better.’

Can I challenge you to do that this week? In your head, say I love you, especially before you have a conversation with a person you don’t like, the person who isn’t like you, and see what happens. But then I want to challenge you to take it one step further, don’t just say it in your head but look for an opportunity to say it out loud. May our love be louder than these voices in our culture that are yelling and screaming? May we be thermostats this week that change the temperature and alter the atmosphere? Let’s say it in our head. Let’s say it out loud. Let’s live it out loud. And you know what’s going to happen after that? His kingdom is going to come and his will his going to be done.

I want to invite you to stand and I want to do something a little bit different this weekend. I want to invite you to grab the hands of the persons next to you and I want us to pray together as a church family. I’m going to lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. If you know it, you can pray it, and if you don’t, we will have it on the screen so you can cheat.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not in to temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever, Amen. 
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