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Welcome! Thanks for being part of what God is doing in and through National Community Church. This weekend we kick off a new series called Mountains Move. Turn to Zachariah 4. Can I ask that we stand at all of our campuses as I read God’s Word? 

Zachariah 4:6

 6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.

7 “What are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’”

We just finished a series called Blessing 10 and we talked about this priestly blessing, may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. The priests would raise their hands and form the Hebrew letters shin. I can see Zerubbabel raising his hands towards that mountain.
Listen we don’t give the middle finger to our mountains, we give them shin. We don’t curse them. We bless them. Why? Because that mountain is going to make you into the man or the woman that God has destined you to become. You are going to be bigger and better because of the opposition you encounter and because of the obstacles you are going to overcome and you are going to get a testimony out of the deal.
10 “Who dares despise the day of small things, since the seven eyes of the Lord that range throughout the earth will rejoice when they see the chosen capstone in the hand of Zerubbabel?”

You don’t need another sermon. You need a word from God. This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel. That is where it starts when we talk about moving mountains. It starts with the word of God. Four words, let there be light. It spoke everything into the existence. In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. Through Him all things were made. Without Him nothing was made that has been made. So the word spoke mountains and oceans and starts and planets and galaxies into existence. And if God can do that with four words, what are we worried about? To the infinite, all finites are equal. There is no easy or difficult. There is no possible or impossible. His Word does not return void and He is watching over his Word to perform it.

So if you need to see a mountain move in your life, what you need is a word from God. And the way you get a word from God is to get into the Word of God. So that’s what we are going to do over the next seven weeks. 

Verse 6

“This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.”

I say this all the time but let me say it again. The answer to every prayer is more of the Holy Spirit. See, we think we want more love, joy and peace and patience and kindness and gentleness and faithfulness and self-control, that last one especially right? We want more of that but those are fruit of the Spirit. So what we really need is more of God’s Spirit so that more of that fruit then becomes produced in our lives. We think we need more power and more wisdom but what we really need is more of his Spirit because that’s who God is and what God does. Without the Holy Spirit I am below average. But with the help of the Holy Spirit, all bets are all. All things are possible. Why? Because the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwells in me and you. God wants to do things in you and through you that are beyond your ability, beyond your intellect, beyond your resources and beyond your imagination. Why? So that you can’t take credit for them. So He gets the glory when that mountain moves.
So would it be appropriate at the beginning of this series to say, ‘Come, Holy Spirit. Fill me and stretch me and anoint me. Not by might nor by power but by my Spirit, says the Lord.’

Verse 7

7 “What are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. 
Several years ago, my spiritual father, Dick Foth, by the way Dick is speaking next weekend and you will want to be here. That book he recommended, I bought it and then it sat on my shelf for years but I finally read it two weeks ago on a plane on my way to California. It is a book by Irving Stone titled Men to Match My Mountains. It is a book about the way the West was won and about the brave heroes who risked life and limb and blazed a trail. One of them was John C. Freemont. January 19, 1844, he attempted something that had never been done before, crossing the Sierra Nevada Mountains in the dead of winter. Stone describes it as the longest 70 miles in the history of exploration. He suffered from snow blindness, hypothermia, near starvation. They ate their dog. I don’t know if I should have included that in the message but you need to know that is rock bottom right there. In the end, three men, Kit Carson, Brokenhand Fitzpatrick and John C. Freemont made it over the mountains and when they did, the last barrier to westward expansion had been breached. And the mountains were no longer impassable or impossible. I love the phrase that Irving Stone uses to describe these men in this moment, it became the title of his book, the men matched the mountains. I like that! The men matched the mountains. I’m not sure what John C Freemont said or did when they got to the other side but I know what I would have done, ‘What are you mighty mountain? Before John C Freemont, you will become level ground!’ 

I don’t know what mountain you face, we will talk about a lot of them during this series. For some of us, it is a mountain of fear or anxiety. For some, it might be a mountain of failure or a mountain of bondage or addiction. It might seem impossible or impassable but maybe, maybe it is time to believe God for a miracle. Maybe it is time to believe that it is not by might nor by power but by my Spirit saith the Lord. Maybe it is time to say, ‘What are you mighty mountain.’
This past year, I read a biography of Warren Buffet, perhaps the greatest investor ever. I figured I could learn a thing or two from the Oracle of Omaha, so let me share one principle. Warren Buffet had a partner who had a mantra that encapsulate their approach to investing. You can write this down. Invert, always invert. He said, ‘I had long looked for insight by inversion in the intense manner counseled by the great Carl Jacoby, invert, always invert.’
What does that have to do with this verse? I think most of us are really good at talking to God about our problems. We explain our problems to God as if He doesn’t know how to solve them. We complain our problem as if He doesn’t care. And then we remind God of our problems as if He has forgotten. But at some point, you have to stop talking to God about your problems and start talking to you problems about God. You need to start preaching the promises of God to your problems. You need to invert, always invert. You have to preach the goodness of God to your problems. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life. You need to preach the supremacy of Christ. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. You need to preach the preeminence of God. If God is for me, who can be against me. You need to preach the power of God. He is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine according to his power that is at work within me. And you need to preach the love of God to your problems. I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future nor any power or anything else in all of creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!

We need to promises of God and the goodness of God, the love of God and the power of God to those mountains in our lives. Listen to me, this is not a motivational speech. This is the Word of God! We have to declare it. 

Faith is focus. You can focus on your problems or you can focus on the promises of God. One way or the other, your focus is going to determine your reality. Remember the 12 spies that go into the Promised Land and then after 40 days they brought back a report? 10 of them bring back a bad report. They say that there are giants in the land and then they specifically say they were like grasshoppers in their own eyes. Of course they were because they were focused on the size of the people in the land. But two of them brought back a good report because they were focused on the size of the promise that God had given them. If we focus on our problems, I’m not saying you don’t diagnosis it or you don’t admit it or you don’t deal with it, but at some point you have to shift gears. You have to invert, always invert and go back to the promises of God. You have to put faith in the driver’s seat. You can’t put faith in the passenger’s seat. Faith is not a backseat driver. And faith is not the voice on GPS! You have to determine to live by faith and let faith be in the driver’s seat. That is how you will get where God wants you to go. If you measure your problems with the measuring stick of your ability and your resources, you will always come up short. But if you measure your problems with the measuring stick of God’s grace, God’s power, God’s love, then all things are possible.
Let me Buffet you one more time. Warren Buffet’s father, Howard Buffet, was a four-term Congressman. He carried a hand-written piece of paper in his pocket for many years. It said

I am God’s child. I am in his hands. As for my body, it was never meant to be permanent. As for my soul, it is immortal. Why then should I be afraid of anything?

Here’s what I recommend, pick a promise, any promise. It might be this promise right here in Zachariah 4. Write it down on a piece of paper and put it in your pocket. Keep it on you. Go back to it again and again. Keep believing it. Keep declaring it. 

George Bernard Shaw said that reasonable man adapts himself to the world. The unreasonable man persists in trying to adapt the world to himself. Therefore all progress depends on the unreasonable man. 

Do you know who preaches to mountains? Unreasonable people who aren’t afraid of looking a little crazy. I am not going to adapt to my circumstances. I am going to adapt to my theology. I’m going to adapt to the promises of God. At the end of the day, there is a reality that is far more real than what you can see and hear and taste and smell and touch. And it is the truth of God.

I want you to know this weekend, God is not losing sleep over the promises He made. He is just waiting for someone to step up and step in and to believe Him against all odds. Why? Because He is watching over his Word to perform it.

So what is the hardest thing that you can believe God for during this series? What is the bravest prayer that you could pray over the next seven weeks? All I know is that Joshua asked the sun to stand still and then Elijah asked an iron axe head to float. Oh and then Jesus asked his Father to raise a man who had been dead for four days. You can ask God to move that mountain.

Let me be very transparent. Alright Pastor Mark, what is it for you? What is your mighty mountain? I’ve had asthma since I was three years old. I’ve been hospitalized more weeks than you can imagine. I’ve taken more puffs of inhalers than anyone could possibly count. It is frustrating. I have prayed every prayer and I’ve tried everything but I want you to know that I’m going to keep speaking to that mountain because I believe in a God who is able to heal. In the meantime, I’m able to tell you that I wouldn’t be who I am or where I am without that thorn in the flesh. God has used it and redeemed it in my life. There are certain things about my personality or about my character that I don’t think I could have learned any other way. So it is crazy, in one regard I am grateful. And I know that someday I’m going to go jogging on streets of gold and I will not grow weary and it won’t be my lungs that hold me back from what it is I’m trying to do. So two weeks ago at our prayer night, I issued that challenge. What is the bravest prayer that you could pray? So I asked some people to pray for me that the Lord would touch my lungs and heal my asthma. I want you to know that in the last couple of weeks, I’ve had to take my inhaler. You need to know that. But I also want you to know that I went four days without taking my inhaler. It has been years and years that I went four days. Then I hiked Cadillac Mountain without a single puff of my inhaler. So I’m not going to wait for 100 percent healing. I’m going to celebrate the improvement. I’m going to celebrate when I discern that God is moving. I’m not going to despise the day of small beginnings. I’m going to celebrate the little thing and I’m going to believe God for complete healing because I know that He is able. That may seem unreasonable to some people. So be it. 

A few years ago, I did chapel for the Minnesota Vikings when they were in town playing the Redskins and I met Adrian Peterson, the All-Pro running back for the Vikings. He is famous for his handshake. He has big hands and strong hands and when he shook my hand it was like a submission move. It was a little embarrassing actually. The next day, you may remember this if you follow football, he tore an interior ligament and this season was over. For many running backs, that would be the end of the road. But Adrian Peterson is a freak of nature because six months later, he is was back to full strength and that season gained 2,097 yards, the second highest total in NFL history after blowing out his knee. So there was a story this week on ESPN.com about his training and his habits and how he defies age. Most running backs don’t make it past 30 but Adrian has said that he might want to play until he is 40. So someone asked his trainer James Cooper if he thought Peterson could continue at that current pace if he could play that far. And Cooper answered that question with an anecdote. He said, ‘I was running at this track event and I’m running and I feel this old man right next to me and it threw me off that he even got even with me. That old man was Bill Collins, the track and field master champion in the hundred meters at age 46.’ Now, I want to tell you something, 46 isn’t old! But by track and field standards, that is the ancient of days. So the next heat, he ran a 10.3 and I love what James Cooper learned from that experience. He said, ‘It taught me that 40 is not the age to submit.’  How many of you can say Amen right about here! Ok! Then he said, ’50 is not the age to submit.’ I love that! He could have kept going. Caleb could have said 85 is not the age to submit. And Sarah could say 90 is not the age to submit. 
One of the things I love about Dick Foth is that he doesn’t submit to age. He is 70 years old and a couple years ago, we were hiking a mountain together and that’s where we decided to write a book together, A Trip Around the Sun. And then the next year, at 71 he called me up all excited and said he just did a life plan with a life coach. At 71! That’s because he doesn’t know what he wants to be when he grows up! Then a couple of months ago, I was out in Fort Collins and I was telling Dick that I’m toying with the idea of maybe trying to run a marathon, only because it was be the hardest possible thing for me to do with my asthma but it will be healed by then. And with my knees, with my two ACL reconstructions, running a marathon would be the hardest thing and that is in part why I really want to do it because I think it would be good for me. And I spoke that out of my mouth and Dick didn’t bat an eye. He said, ‘Mark, if you run a marathon, I’m going to run it with you.’  I don’t know if I want to be responsible for that! So I was thinking to myself internally, what does Dick see when he looks in the mirror! I don’t know if he knows he is 74! I don’t know if he knows. Actually, he knows. He has just made a decision that 74 is not the age to submit. Are you picking up what I’m throwing down? Don’t submit to age. Don’t submit to addictions. Don’t submit to labels. Don’t submit to low expectations. Don’t submit to bad habits. Don’t submit to fear. Don’t submit to excuses. Don’t submit to temptation. Don’t submit to lies from the enemy. Don’t submit to whatever mountain you face. Submit to God! And that mountain will submit to you. I’m not saying it is going to be easy and I know that God delivers from but often He delivers through. There might be a hard, long, painful process to walk through but when you get over that mountain to the other side, you are going to be able to help some people. 
It will probably be harder than you thought and will probably take longer than you thought but in the words of Kelly Clarkson, what doesn’t kill you makes you stronger! Stand a little taller! What doesn’t kill you makes a fighter, footsteps even lighter. 

What did Paul and Silas do when they were thrown into jail? They didn’t complain. They didn’t submit to their circumstances. Around midnight they began to praise God. And God broke those chains of bondage and set them free. 

Can I tell you what the sacrifice of praise does? It inverts the situation. You have to preach to your promises and you have to worship in the midst of those circumstances.

Now let me ask you a question. Is there a mountain in your life that you are submitting to? You have stopped preaching the promises of God. You have stopped believing or stopped hoping. You have given up. I think I have a word for you. Stop tolerating anything less than the good, pleasing perfect will of God. Revelation 2. 

2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.

19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.

20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.

There was some sort of sexual immorality being tolerated. There was some sort of idolatry that was being tolerated. 

Is there an idol in your life? Which would be anything that you seek before you seek God. Is there an idol in your life that you are tolerating? That little idol will eventually become a mountain in your life. Same is true of sexual sin and every other sin. The enemy wants a foothold in your life and if you tolerate those little sins, then the mole hill becomes a mountain. But here is the good news. If you rebuke it, if you repent of it, the mountain becomes a mole hill. There is an old axiom, celebrate what you want to see more of. That is true. But I think it is true of toleration too. What you tolerate, you will see more of.  This is where I remind you that I love you. And my job is to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. I want you to hear me. Don’t tolerate bad attitude in your heart and in your spirit. Don’t tolerate a seed of bitterness. Don’t tolerate abuse. Don’t tolerate excuses. Don’t tolerate idolatry. Don’t tolerate your enemies. 
What are you mighty mountain! Things have to change. The enemy wants to make your sin your identity. But God wants his righteousness to become your identity. So what we are in is a little sparing match with the enemy. This is very real stuff. So we have to make sure we are allowing God to define us.

By the way, two chapters earlier in Zachariah, it says that you are the apple of God’s eye. Let’s tap into that because that is who you are. So my fear this weekend is that there are some of us that are tolerating things in our lives, even things that might be permissible but are not beneficial. They are not my utmost for his highest. There are not the best that God has for you. I believe God has more for you.

Verse 10

10 “Do not despise the day of small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin, to see the plumb line in Zerubbabel’s hand.

The plumb line was an ancient measuring tape. So they hadn’t even started rebuilding, they were just measuring. Please note, God is already celebrating. God is not great because nothing is too big; God is great because nothing is too small. He rejoices over those small acts of kindness, over those small acts of obedience. He rejoices over those small steps of faith, those small sacrifices. And He doesn’t just rejoice over them, he honors them. If you do little things like they are big things, God will do big things like they are little things. 
One last story. A few years ago, I went out to Yosemite and hiked Half Dome with a group of guys. We got up pre-dawn, it was still dark out and we were looking up at Half Dome and I was thinking to myself, you’ve got to be kidding me! Are you telling me that I’m going to be up there at some point today? How is that going to happen? And then to multiply the issue, I had a severe case planter facetious so my feet were killing me. But I was leading the hike so I needed to get up there. It’s the strangest thing, in that pre-dawn darkness as I looked up in the shadow of Half Dome, eternally it was this moment where I knew how I was going to get there. I knew exactly how I was going to get there, one step at a time. 8.2 mile hike, which isn’t terrible, but a 4,737 foot ascent, which means the same descent, and you get there one step at a time. I did it! I remember I got to the top of Half Dome, you have to climb these ropes that are anchored into the rock and that was the scariest part. I got to the top and someone had etched into the stone: if you can do this, you can do anything.  Something got fired up inside of me and I don’t know if I have shared this part of the story but I made a decision up on top of Half Dome. I was packing 220 pounds at the time, mostly muscle. I know with my asthma and I was carrying a back pack of 20 pounds, I know that at 198, I am feeling much better! I hadn’t seen sub-200 in 10 years but I thought to myself, if I can do this, I can do anything. I don’t know wrote that in the rock but they were pretty smart and it took some effort to put it there. So I made a decision to lose 20 pounds. Do you want to know how I lost 20 pounds? One pound at a time. How do you get out of debt? One paycheck at a time. How do you train for an iron man? One workout at a time. How do you read through the Bible? One chapter at a time. How do you experience miracles? One prayer at a time. How do you work through your emotional issues? It might be one counseling session at a time. How do you get the promotion at work? One project at a time. How do you win the game? One practice at a time. How do you rebuild trust? One day at a time. One step at a time. That is how we don’t despise the day of small beginnings.

You cannot finish what you do not start. 

So the beginning of this series, what is the first step that you need to take? What is the next step you need to take? I think you need to identify the mountain. I think you need to call it what it is. Then you begin to speak by faith to that mountain the promises of God, the goodness of God, the love of God. It might be setting up an appointment with a counselor. It might be filling out an application. It might be making a phone call. It might be a tough conversation. Whatever goal you are going after, whatever problem you are trying to solve, it always starts with the first step.
Don’t despise the day of small beginnings. If you do little things like they are big things, God is going to do big things during this series like they are little things.

Let’s pray.

Father, thank You for your Word. Thank You that it doesn’t return void. I pray that God You would quicken your promises, your truth to our hearts this weekend. Lord I pray that You would give us the faith to believe again. Lord forgive us for those things that we have tolerated in our lives. We know that your plans and purposes for us are far greater than that. 

If you are here this weekend and you have never made a decision to put your faith in Jesus Christ, I want you to know that is where the spiritual journey begins. It is that first step that is the game changer. I want to invite you. Jesus extended an invitation, Follow Me. How do you follow Him? You take the first step. You surrender your life to his lordship. You give Him control. You put Him in the driver’s seat. If you are here this weekend at any of our campuses and you want to make that decision, I want to pray a simple prayer and you can pray it with me. 

Lord Jesus I’m a sinner in need of a Savior. I’ve got some mountains in my life and I need your help. God I pray that You would do what You promised, that You would forgive my sin and set me free and that God You would help me step into the relationship that You want to have with me. So I confess my sin and profess my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and I know that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. So right here right now, I take this first step and I receive You as the Lord and Savior of my life. In Jesus name, Amen.
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