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This weekend we continue our Dream series. I believe that this series is right on time. I’m grateful that we have Pastor Zeb Mengistu with us this weekend. But I wanted to take a moment in light of the events this week to share a few thoughts with you. My earliest political memory is 1980 election, Jimmy Carter vs Ronald Reagan. I was only aware of it because to my shock, I discovered that my best friend’s parents were voting for a candidate other than the candidate that my parents were voting for. I think I ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil! That is the day that I discovered that those who disagree with me are wrong! We remained best friends. But that is my earliest political memory. I don’t know how we are going to remember this election. I think it is too soon but I thought it might help if I shared a few moments of thoughts. I am not a political scientist, I am a pastor and truth is, for many of us, it takes time to resolve our thinking and our feeling but I want to share a few thoughts.

20 years ago, we made a decision that National Community Church would not affiliate with a political party and would not endorse political candidates. We don’t have a political platform per say. We try our best to preach and practice the gospel and we hope that the gospel informs and transforms our politics. Galatians 3:28 says
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; 

And then we added Democrat nor Republican! I think what Paul was saying in this incredibly important verse is that what we have in common as Christ followers, as children of God is even more important than any racial or political difference we might have. But the reality is we face tremendous challenges. There is racial division, political division, and I believe that the answer is found in Christ. We are not going to start endorsing candidates. We are not going to start affiliating with parties. But we are not going to ignore political issues either because the reality is they are spiritual issues and they are biblical issues and if ever we needed the mind of Christ and the heart of Christ, it is probably right about now. 
On Tuesday, I tweaked one of our core values and tweeted it, pray like it depends on God, vote like it depends on you. But the truth is, we need to do more than that. Can I tell you what I’m praying for? What God put on my heart this week is I look forward, because you can’t change the past, my prayer is that God would raise up a generation of Daniels and Esthers. I believe that God wants to raise us and call us to the public square, to the political sphere and I feel a little burdened this week because I feel like in some ways perhaps our city or even the process we engage in might have gotten a little black eye over the last few months but I want to remind those of you who serve our country in that way that we love and appreciate you. So I think it might be appropriate to give thanks. During the last election cycle, I remember after one of my messages, and NCCer came up to me and said that she had just read Wild Goose Chase and as she read that book, she felt like God had called her to quit her job and go work on the presidential campaign and she told me the candidate she was going to work for. The next week, an NCCer came up to me and said they had just read Wild Goose Chase and as they read it they felt called to quit their job and go work on the presidential campaign and she named the other candidate. I thought to myself, I really need to get the two of them in the room because they are cancelling each other out. You don’t need to quit your jobs. Then I rethought it. They didn’t cancel each other out. Men and women died for the freedoms we enjoy. We know this. And it is not the freedom to win an election. It is the freedom to vote your conscience. It is the freedom of speech and the freedom of religion and we celebrated those veterans on Friday. 

Here’s what I’m getting at. I don’t believe that those two NCCers working for opposing political campaigns cancelled each other out. I think they served our country by engaging in the political process and fighting for what they believe in. One of them won and one of them lost but I’m grateful for both of them. Here’s why I felt like I wanted to take a couple minutes and speak about the election. It is not because of who won or lost. It is because we need the heart of Christ and the mind of Christ and it is because I think for those of us who live and work in this city, it is more than an election. Every election cycle, probably hundreds of NCCers lose of job, get a job or change a job. This is more than an election, it is a calling, a livelihood. And I think it would be very appropriate for us to spend a moment in prayer this weekend. But I’m going to share one overarching thought. As I read the Old Testament, and this is not a commentary on who won or lost but as I read the Old Testament, there were good kings and bad kings. There were kings that started out good and ended up bad and kings that started out bad and ended up good. I don’t know what situation we are in and I’m not sure how this is going to play out but there is a prophecy that predated all of those kings found in Isaiah.
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given. The government shall be on his shoulders and He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. And the greatest of his government, there shall be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom establishing it and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever, and the zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Every one of those kings, good or bad, whether they knew it or not, God was working his plan. And a Messiah would come from that line not to establish a political regime but to establish a kingdom that is eternal, a kingdom that is unstoppable. And what is interesting is that I think that this election might be even more complicated for us as children of God. And I think the reason is that we have dual citizenship. So we are navigating a couple of different realities here. But just a couple of simple reminders. Can we as the church operate in a spirit of humility? Can we as the church operate in the spirit of Christ? Can we criticize by creating? This is who we are and what we do. We don’t complain about what is wrong. We are the solution. We write better books, we produce better films, we draft better legislation, we start better businesses. We don’t criticize by criticizing, we criticize by creating. Can we love people when they least expect it and least deserve it? Maybe this is a season for us to put that into practice. I think that might mean rejoicing with those who rejoice and mourning with those who mourn. And that is not difficult to do right now. And we are going to pray for those in leadership because that is what Scripture tells us to do.

So here we are, a nation that is very divided as evidenced by the vote Tuesday. But can I share one little win? A Washington Post reporter reached out to me on Tuesday and said essentially that the country is divided and she was wanting to do a story on churches that had been torn apart because of the political division within that church. I said well, good news and bad news, the bad news for you is that is not us, the good news is it is not us. Can we love each other more and help each other more and try to listen more and understand more? And be reminded of the fact that God is with us and God is for us and his kingdom is going to prevail.

Father I thank You for the awesome privilege of knowing  You and of serving You and having a citizenship in heaven. I pray Lord for those this week on both sides of the issues we face. God I pray that You would give us that extra measure of grace we need. Lord if ever we needed wisdom beyond knowledge it is probably now. We need revelation and God we continue to strive for and pray for and believe for revival in our nation’s capital. We want to see your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Lord would You right now help our thoughts and help our feelings and Lord would You fill our hearts with hope about the future. God would You remind us once again that the best is yet to come and that You are ordering our footsteps and You are preparing good works in advance and we trust You and we love You and we thank You. In Jesus’ name.

Now I took a little bit of his time but you are going to be blessed this weekend by Pastor Zeb Mengistu. He is family. We grew up together and we consider ourselves brothers. So get your Amen on because he likes you to talk to him a little bit. So give a huge NCC welcome as Pastor Zeb comes and shares with us.

[Zeb]

Praise God everybody! It is great to be with you all here today. First of all, I want to congratulate NCC on 20 years. We rejoice with you and we consider it a mutual victory for the body of Christ. Like Pastor Mark said, I am not a guest speaker, I am family. You might have noticed the new guy on the worship team, that is actually David, he is our worship pastor back home in Ethiopia and he joined us today. We decided to do this together because he had to make sure I behaved myself in America! There are so many McDonald’s out here, you can go crazy! I would also like to congratulate NCC for inviting a pastor from Africa to speak on American election week! That’s just brilliant! I’m grateful to be here and I pray that I don’t do too much damage in my preaching because we are disconnected from the feelings and whatever sentiments are going on. People were telling me this is a really sensitive week for America but I’m just happy to be with McDonald’s! 

I just want to share a few ideas. This week is green week and I want to share some things that God is doing back home because that is also an extension of what God is doing here as well. There is a verse in Joshua 5 that we have adopted even in our context back home. 
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”

14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.”

I thought that was interesting because in Joshua’s mind you could either be on our side or on our enemy’s side and there is no other. But this is not the captain of the earthly army, this is the captain of the Lord’s army and the captain of the Lord’s army does not have a side. His side is the Lord’s side. So the question is not which side is the Lord on, it is whether or not I am on the Lord’s side.  And the Lord does have a side. And we had to process this and package it for our nation because just like you are having turbulence in your nation, we are having turbulence in our nation. And our turbulence does not come from political ideology or this side or that side. Our challenges are tribal in nature. You are either from this tribe or that tribe. In fact, it is so bad where we are now, we are in an official national state of emergency because of our tribal issues. So just like it is hard to stand up and preach in America on an election week, it is hard to stand up every Sunday because everything was cool until the tribal issues started to boil up and manifest. So God gave us this idea and I felt like it was a great idea even for America now because we always thought that God was either on this tribe or on that tribe. In fact, Joshua asked the question because he was sure that his side was the Lord’s side. What a surprise that was for him! I thought I was doing the Lord’s work. Surprise, surprise. That’s why I think so many times when God comes, like when John the Baptist came to prepare the way, he came with a message of repentance. He said repent for the kingdom of God is at hand. Right? But it is interesting, it is like he didn’t even give them a chance to find out what they were repenting of. You are all wrong, start with repentance. 
The Bible says in Romans 12 that we are supposed to be transformed by the renewing of our mind so that we can find the will of God, meaning that our own natural, carnal mind is so far polarized from the mind of God that we need to be transformed before we even start dealing with God. He is not here. He is not earthly. He does not share your opinion. He has his own. And we actually find God’s heart and find God’s mind when we leave our own. Me and Sally, as ministers in Ethiopia, we always say it is very easy to find the purpose of God and the plan of God and the heart of God, just find whichever way you are going and turn around! 

So wherever you come from, whatever you might be struggling with, I feel the Lord would just say to you that this is not a message for this side or that side, this tribe or that tribe, this is a message of the Lord. Repent! You are all wrong! You were wrong before you even started. Repent and find the heart of God. God is not earthly. It was such a shock for Peter. Peter, who was so convinced that his side was right. To be sent and pushed to Cornelius’ house because he was convinced that we were right and they were wrong. But God would say no, no, no, the mission is Cornelius’ house because I have a plan of repentance for him just like I have a plan of repentance for you. 

I just want to share some ideas. This is dream weekend. God works in a realm that is so far removed from anything we can fathom. But we have to start with repentance. Our first step in always repentance. And God will start to work backward as we repent. The more we repent, the more we find his heart and find his mind. And you might be surprised. He might lead you all the way to Cornelius’ house. You see, in those days, to even step into Cornelius’ house, that was considered a sin. I’ll leave it at that. 
I want to share a little bit this weekend about what God has been doing in our church and in our ministry and just share with you by extension an update. It has been a while since I have been here and I believe that God has strategically connected us for times like this when we can come home and report what God is doing. God is up to some amazing stuff.

In Genesis 3:17, the Bible says how after Adam and Eve committed the sin, they were separated from God and spiritual death began to occur. After that separation, God began to pass out the judgments that were coming to the snake and to the woman and to Adam. And the thing that He told to Adam is very powerful and it is something we adopted in our ministry. God told Adam, ‘Cursed is the ground because of you. And with the sweat of your brow and with great toil you will eat the fruit of the ground.’
So Adam has been removed from the purpose of God and because he was removed from the purpose and the heart of God, spiritual death had set in. The land which was previously producing is now cursed. Do you see that? So when we come to Jesus, Romans describes Jesus as the second Adam, meaning that the second Adam came to redeem the work or restore the work that was lost through the work of the first Adam. So when the second Adam came, He came on a redemptive mission and through his finished work, He corrected all the wrongs that came by way of the first Adam. When the second Adam came, He restored us who were far away, the Bible says in Ephesians we who were once far away have been brought near now by the blood of Jesus. 
Now, if we just follow that same line of thought, what should happen to the land? If the land was cursed because of sin, then a restored man, something should be responding by way of land. The cursed land should begin to reflect the blessing. So if I’m saved, my territory should be blessed and not cursed. I have two beautiful daughters. Could you give me some love? They are a bit older now but when they were younger, if you went to their room you did not need anything explanation to know that girls live there. You just look around and you say this is a girl’s room. This is not a boy’s room, this is not an adult’s room, this is a little girl’s room because they have the flowers and the colors and you know. So just by looking, if we truly redeemed, if we are the people of God, if we are the children of the most high God, when people come into our room/our city, people should be able to look around and see something going on. Are you following? 

So let me come back and explain to you what I came to realize. For many years, I remember even as a young boy, I grew up all over the world, I am a blender, and for many years I grew up in Chicago, where the Chicago Cubs just won the World Series! You have to understand, it is the most depressing thing to watch the Chicago Cubs in Africa! Nobody knows what a Cub is and nobody knows what a baseball is and I’m getting excited by myself and I look around and just see cats and dogs and chickens running around! This is the most epic historic event in the history and then I go and try to tell somebody and they say why do they hit the ball and I say, you hit the ball and you run to first base and they say what is a base! Then by the time you explain, you lose all your momentum and excitement and you just say never mind. Plus they shut the internet down in our whole country with the state of emergency when the Cubs were playing! I’ve been watching you tube since I came here just to see what I missed! Isn’t that terrible? Ok, so part of me grew up in Chicago but another part of me grew up in Kenya. So I remember when I was a boy we used to go, there was an evangelist, a great man of God and God put a mission in his heart for Africa to be saved. And he traveled all around and I remember we went to see his crusade in Nairobi and we saw miracles and salvation. He marched across the continent of Africa declaring Africa shall be saved. And it is interesting, that seemed like such an impossible task but today, we can truly testify and say that Africa is not being saved, Africa is saved! In fact, Christianity is growing faster in Africa than any other continent in the world. And not only is Christianity growing but it is a very colorful and a very vibrant brand of Christianity. And God is moving. But what we’ve observed is that although Christianity is growing, when we look at the land, when we look at the room, it tells me there is something missing in our Christianity. And that is the void that we try to fill in. Because if our Christianity is growing, the land should start to be responding to the faith that we are adopting. The land should look a little bit more like the kingdom of God than the kingdom of darkness. And what we have is we have high levels of Christianity and spiritual expression but we also high levels of corruption and high levels of injustice and high levels of unrighteousness and it plagues the whole place. We should be the great bread basket of the world. Did you know that Africa has the most arable land in the whole world? Now you do! Did you know that Africa has some of the most beautiful climate in the whole world? In the city where I live, there is no such thing as an air conditioning unit. In fact, I have to explain to everybody what an air conditioning unit is because it doesn’t exist. The most natural resources, gold deposits, diamond deposits, minerals, the future of green and blue energy is all in Africa. But we are the ones also who depend on foreign aid just to get by. We praise God on Sunday but we have nothing to eat when we go home. 
That tells me something is missing in our translation of our gospel experience. And that is one of the ways we fail because we found out that if we do not take the initiative to develop the land, somebody is ready and waiting to do that for us at a great long and painful cost to the continent of Africa. So we planted ourselves right there and do you know what we found? We found a message that God packaged for us in Isaiah 32:14
14 Because the palaces will be forsaken,
The bustling city will be deserted.
The forts and towers will become lairs forever,
A joy of wild donkeys, a pasture of flocks—
15 Until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high,
And the wilderness becomes a fruitful field,
And the fruitful field is counted as a forest.

16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness,
And righteousness remain in the fruitful field.
17 The work of righteousness will be peace,
And the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.
18 My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation,
In secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.

It says the mess will continue until the Spirit is poured out from on high. When the Spirit is poured out from on high, the desert will turn into a fertile field and the fertile field will turn into a forest. And it says God’s justice will dwell in the fertile field and his righteousness in the forest.

See, what we have in Africa is an outpouring of the Spirit but the forest turning into a desert instead of a desert turning into a forest. There is something wrong with that picture and that tells me there is something wrong with our Holy Spirit experience because God’s foundation is justice and righteousness. The foundation of his kingdom is justice and righteousness. And there is a difference between my justice and righteousness and God’s justice and righteousness. God’s justice and righteousness will produce a harvest of justice and righteousness in the earth and it will turn desert conditions into fruitful conditions. So we advocate for justice and righteousness. Not just preaching and shouting. We need a revival in the areas of justice and righteousness, in fair dealing with one another. 

So with the time I have left, I want to explain what God has given us. We are after the whole continent by the way. The whole thing. I started believing God with my car. Have I shared this testimony before? We lived in this city and me and my wife and my baby, we did not have a car. And how many of you know when you live in Virginia, you need a car? How many of you need a car? This is how you get a car. I felt in my spirit in the morning something that God put in there, car. We didn’t have a car but I felt car. So I went to my kitchen and got a plate and I began to drive my plate around the house. My wife was laughing at me and we were having a good time and then I had to stop because we had a red light! Then I kept driving and then I took my plate back to the kitchen and parked it. And I went outside and walked on my number 11 bus. My number 11 bus is these two shoes right here! I walked and I came back that afternoon, and my wife was looking at me like this, as she always does. And when she saw me, she said you won’t believe what happened. She said right when you left, this lady called, I will never forget her, and she said God spoke to her and she asked if we needed a car and my wife said  yes. And so I was driving a plate in the morning and I was driving a 1987 Honda Civic that night. Amen! It wasn’t the best of cars. It was one of those where you had to use a key and your foot to open the door but God is good and we have a car. So my faith started with that. 
So I started driving a plate for a car and now I’m driving a plate for a continent. You see, you start with a lion and a bear and then you come up to Goliath. We have a vision that the hands of begging turn into the hands of blessing because of the Spirit being poured out and true justice and righteousness taking root as God sees it. 

We believe that a revival can take place not just in a service but in a nation, that the desert can convert into a fertile field. And the fertile field can convert into a forest. God’s justice and righteousness will be that standard and the culture. I know it’s crazy but just drive your plate with me! We are in a state of emergency right now. Drive your plate! You are a child of God. Drive your plate! This world is not your home but you are here to convert this world into more of God’s kingdom than what it looks like right now. And because of God’s presence in your life, because of God’s kingdom at work in your life, because we are the church and we are the people of God, this kingdom will start to look more like that kingdom, not because of what the professionals and the experts say but because we have come in his name! Hallelujah! We have come from Him and we bring God’s justice and righteousness.

I’m sorry I’m over time but I want to show you a few pictures of what we’ve tried to do. We know how to do church in Africa, that is not a problem. We know how to do service, we know how to sing, we know how to dance but justice and righteousness is a big problem. So we introduced an ethical charter in our ministry. If you are a business person or a professional, everybody has to sign ethical charter, meaning I won’t give bribes and I won’t take bribes. It is very easy to sign that in America because there are laws already set up along these lines but it is a very, very tall order and it is a very big challenge for Christians and people who believe in God to sign an ethical charter of no bribe policy. It is like suicide for your business. Fair price for fair products. Treating employees with respect. Everybody has to sign off on this, otherwise you go to the other church. But we have been able to hold a standard. We have amazing testimonies of how God has delivered for people who have paid a price and that’s to stand with an ethical standard in honor of God, trusting that God will bail them out even if they lose temporarily. And we have found that God has taken these people and caused them to become people of standing, notable standing, people who stand out in society and who become what the Bible calls sought after. And for that we give God all the praise. Amen!
Secondly, I want to tell you about our Africa Arise conference. We have a conference every year called Africa Arise where we take these principles of justice and righteousness and God has really blessed this conference. Last year I think we had 42 nations come and they’ve been part of this conference and it has been wonderful because we don’t just get hyped and excited, we also show case studies of how we can really bring the righteous revolution to Africa so that the land will bring forth fruit. We have some pictures on the screen for you. I’m happy to announce that our 10 anniversary of Africa Arise, we have a very special guest. It is Pastor Mark! Actually, we would like to invite everybody to come! Let’s just leave this campus empty for one Sunday and everybody come! It is not that far. And bring some Doritos and McDonalds! 

Thirdly, I’m very excited about what we just started this year. We have our youth group and they bought into this vision and they have created the first ever Young African Thinkers Convention. They had no funding. The Africa Union headquarters is in our city and they went knocking on the door and said let’s have a Young African Thinkers Convention and nobody gave them any funding so they got their own funding and they did everything and they invited 120 kids from 10 different Africa countries to have the first ever Young African Thinkers Convention. Amen! I will tell you why this is so powerful. Because generally every young person in Africa has one dream and that is to get out of Africa. We actually have a new generation that has this redeemed mind that God put in there and they are excited about changing this desert condition into a forest. I used to be a youth pastor and I know you don’t get youth excited unless it is the Spirit of God. Or ESPN! So I spent 10 years in youth ministry just trying to get them to behave. Stop fighting. But these kids are at a different level. They have a vision for their nation. This I done only by the Spirit of God. Amen. 

Now this is the amazing thing, they had two days of brainstorming and on the last day, they presented to the leaders of the African Union. They were so impressed, they didn’t know what hit them but we know what hit them. It almost felt like church without the hallelujah. But God did such an amazing thing that they are pushing, these leaders are now lobbying to make the presentation that the young people made as the main agenda of the next heads of state summit. So that all the leaders and presidents and heads of state of Africa will be able to see what the young people are coming up with and then we will start pushing for some funding. 

I’m way over time but I want to remind you that we are all in this together. We bring God’s kingdom everywhere we go. We are people of mission. If you show up, change shows up. The room starts to reflect God in you. I just want to pray for you all that God will empower you wherever you are. And if it is not looking so good or if you are on the losing side of an equation, just pick up your plate and start driving.

Let’s all stand. 

Thank You Lord. God is here! 

Can we do something? If you don’t know Jesus, please get in the Jesus ship and do it quickly. God loves you. He has already provided everything but a gift has to be received in order for it to be complete. I feel even if you are already a child of God and you have already been born again, I feel sometimes we all need to repent. We are all wrong, He is right, and we need to come home. I felt the tension here. We felt the tension in Africa. I believe that God has his ways and we are going to come out just fine because Jesus shows up and Jesus is on his own agenda. I understand that the nation is divided now but I believe the church has a voice in the nation greater than any other voice because we are the only institution that has been given legal authority to bind and to loose. We have an authority to bind and to loose. Can we grab the hand of the person next to you as a symbol of coming together? The nation is divided but let the church be of an opposite spirit. Amen. Ecclesia is the world for church and it is a political word that represents like Senate or parliament and whatever goes on in the Senate or Parliament or Congress, the rest of the nation doesn’t necessarily know but they don’t need to know. We just need to know and we just put our hands together in the name of the Lord representing the healing that needs to come. Let’s get it right here. If ecclesia gets it right, it will trickle out.

Father God, in the name of Jesus, we are your people. Father God we are not strong on our own, we are not wise on our own. We have nothing of value to give to You but Father in the name of Jesus, we come together today as your people and we hold hands representing the unity that You have provided through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Father God, You have destroyed the dividing wall of hostility between us so that we can call on your name in unity and as one people. Father God, whatever is going on outside doesn’t matter right now because your people have called on your name and I pray Father God for the repentance that needs to take place in our hearts now. I pray You would make it a quick repentance, that we would find your mind and your heart. We thank You for what You are doing in this church Father God. May the light shine at NCC! May the light shine across this city! May the room start to reflect the God that has transformed our lives and has brought us out of nothing into something Father God! May the desert conditions turn into a forest! We thank You for what You are doing in Africa and we thank You for what You are doing in our ministry and in our church and all across the world. Your kingdom is beyond and above so may we lift our eyes Father God and get your perspective and get your mind today! I thank You for the 20 years of NCC and I thank You that the 20 years to come are going to be even greater still. To You belongs the praise and the glory Father forever. In Jesus name, Amen. 
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