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Welcome to everyone at all our campuses and those viewing via podcast. I am super pumped to share with you guys this weekend. We have a lot of ground to cover so I want to jump right in. Turn in your Bible to Colossians in the New Testament Chapter 3 starting with verse 5 but first I think it is important for us to go back a little bit. I want to grab the baton from Pastor Joel who preached last weekend, a powerful message and laid a great foundation for us in this Image series. He took us to Genesis 1:26-27 and Chapter 2:7.  God said let us make man in our own image and then verse 27 says He made man and then in Chapter 2 verse 7 it says that He formed man from the dust and He breathed into his nostrils. Then we get to Genesis 3, just a couple of steps from where God has created a man and we have the rising action. In a story, the rising action is the conflict and the confrontation and the drama. So we’ve got the devil in the form of a serpent. By the way, he has his own image problems that got him kicked out of heaven. But he steps to Eve with a real smooth game and he says to her, ‘Did God really say?’ So he is not telling her the whole truth, he is twisting the words a little bit. He basically said God was holding out on them. He says if they eat the fruit, God knows they will be like Him, and that was a half-truth because yes their eyes were opened but then they saw things that they were not supposed to see. They were exposed to things that God never intended for them to be exposed to. Then we get to verse 7 and it says they covered themselves. They knew that they were naked and that’s what sin does to it. It separates us from God and makes us feel uncovered and vulnerable. We feel as though we are missing something. So the completeness that Adam and Eve had in that relationship was severed. 
So now today, looking at the lives we live, we are in this continuous cycle. It is the same cycle where the father of lies, as Jesus called him in John 8, is still doing his thing. He is still telling us half-truths and making us think things that are not really real. So we begin to put on stuff to hide our vulnerabilities and our brokenness and these voids that we feel but really the nakedness is of a spiritual nature. 

So we are trying to cover ourselves with things that don’t really cover the void that we feel inside of us. Things like education and money and followings and likes on social media and friends and experiences and it is because of this sin that has separated us from God that we now have this sinful nature that we are carrying. And because of this nature, our point of reference, our image, who we were intended to be, is off. So we wake up in a world every single day, a world that is trying to sell us something to fix this image, to sell us something that we don’t need. And we start to see ourselves as Eve and Adam saw themselves, as less than who they were really intended to be.

So we start to focus on what we don’t have versus what we do have and we start to feel like we are not enough because that is the  message we hear over and over again, that we are not enough. And that lie, the lie of not enough, has distorted our self-image. And it is slowly choking the life out of us.

So this weekend, we are going to have a funeral. We are going to have a funeral for your old nature. We are going to have a funeral for your old way of living, your old way of thinking. Now, I know you weren’t planning to come to a funeral. You might not be dressed in black but this is what we are going to do. I love Paul’s passion in this passage in Colossians because it is real aggressive. Stand with me as we read Colossians 3:5-11 from the New Living Translation.

5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 6 Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. 7 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him. 11 In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.

I just want to talk for a little bit this weekend on the subject of renewal in Christ. What we just read was a text message before there was actual text messages from Paul. It is just a snippet of a longer letter that he has written to the church in Colossi which was located in Asia Minor which is modern day Turkey and it was a very diverse place. There was a road that went through this town and there are a lot of different people that would come in and out of there and there were three main groups. You had Greeks and Romans and transplanted Jews. Paul’s whole purpose for writing this letter is he wanted to address some false teachings and under the umbrella of these false teachings, you had people who were questioning whether Christ was the source of redemption. And you also had people who were passing around and saying these plausible sounding philosophies that seemed good but they didn’t line up with what Scripture said. Then you had these legalistic traditions mainly around circumcision and dietary and festival laws. And then finally a bunch of stuff that people had exalted above what Scripture said. Also, Paul just simply wanted to exhort the people about Christian living. He basically wanted to tell them this is how you should be living your life. This is how you should be carrying yourself. 
So this is why I thought it would be appropriate to share this passage with you this weekend because the world that we live in subscribes to a myriad of false teachings put out there by the father of lies, who is by the way, an excellent marketer. You can see his marketing skills from the very beginning in Genesis. And these false teachings claim to be the source of redemption for us. But are really just cycles of emptiness. They sound good on the front end but have left us confused and jacked up on the back end. We don’t’ have time to get testimony but I know somebody knows what I’m talking about. And because of this sinful nature, our image is based on the falsehood of culture instead of what Paul is trying to teach us about the freedom we have in Christ. 

I love Paul’s passion coming through in the language in this letter. The language is very direct and in your face. This is black coffee, no sugar, no cream. This is unsweet tea. This is water with no lemon. Every now and then you need that kind of talk, for people to get in your face and confront you and call some things out. The kind of talk that comes from people who love you and care about you and want some for you and not from you. 

So there are really three things that I want to extract from this passage. 

Number one, the first thing I think Paul is trying to talk to us about is there is a problem that we have to confront or kill. The problem, just look at the words very plainly here from Paul. 

5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 
Notice Paul didn’t say just put it to the side. Or put it on the shelf. And notice that he wasn’t passive with his language. He didn’t say you might not want to do that or I don’t think that is a good thing to do. No. He said put it to death. Kill it! The word ‘death’ in this text comes from a Greek word that means mortify. And one of the definitions from its original translation means to remove the potential or to make impotent. Just last year, my oldest daughter ran up the stairs and she said, ‘Dad, I think I saw a mouse!’ So I ran downstairs to the main level of our townhouse and I said, ‘Show me where the mouse was.’ She said, ‘Dad, I was standing right here and it went right across here.’ I said, ‘Where did it go?’ She said, ‘It went over there behind the sectional.’ I said, ‘Ok, I need you and Mommy to just stay right here and I’m going to go to the store and get some stuff to get this mouse tonight! We are not going to sleep with this mouse in the house!’ So I said, ‘If it moves, y’all tell me where it goes so I will know where to find it when I get back.’ So I came right back and they said it didn’t move so we started moving pieces of the sectional and I figured that we had cornered it. So I got the broom and I had set up my traps and so it came out and I was swinging and long story short, we got it. I broke the broom but we got it! He ran into one of my little traps and immediately when that happened, instead of just feeling a sense of satisfaction that I got it, I realized that there was some potential that I needed to address. So I started thinking about where the mouse might have come into the house. So I went down to the basement and I started looking and I noticed the French doors had a little bit of a crack in it near the bottom and I said that is probably the place where it came in. So I put some more of my little traps down. And lo and behold, a couple days later I caught two more. 
Here’s the thing. Paul is telling us that we’ve got to remove this potential from our lives. Because if you don’t remove the potential, you will always be susceptible. Some of us are in the same place in January 2017 that we were in in January 2016 because we didn’t remove the potential. We didn’t say where might this have come into my life and then kill it.

Our self-image is tangled up in some stuff that is not adding value to our lives. And it is a distraction because we haven’t killed it. The first thing is you have to decide that you are going to kill it. You have to make a decision. Here’s the thing, the suffix ‘cide’ means to kill or cut. That’s where you get homicide, genocide, insecticide. So to decide is to kill any other options. So we have to make a decision this year to kill some stuff, to cut off the options, because as long as the option is there, the potential is there. 
There is a famous story of Cortez the explorer who, once he got to Mexico, he told his folks, hey listen, you need to burn the ships because we need to eliminate the potential of leaving. We are not here to go back, we are here to stay.

I don’t know who I’m talking to this weekend and I don’t know what you’ve got going on in your life but you need to kill some stuff and burn some ships this year. Because Paul says in verse 6 that if we don’t, the wrath of God is coming. The King James Version says that because of these sins, the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience.

I think about my dad, him telling me that I needed to do something and I didn’t do it. I think about the wrath of him coming to get me. I remember one particular instance I wasn’t where I was supposed to be and he said, alright son, you have a choice, either you are going to take on this hard project I have for you as punishment or you are going to take one of these. And y’all know what I mean. I think I still have the imprint of his wrath on my chest.

Verse 7, Paul says what I think for some of us is a testimony and for some of us a prophetic word.

7 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this world. 
For those of us who this is our testimony, this is a moment of remembrance. For those of us who this is a prophetic word for us, this is the funeral for us. 

So Paul says we’ve got a problem that we have to confront and kill. Then the second thing he says is we have a process that we have to commit to. He says in verse 8

8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him. 
The ESV says renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Paul is basically telling us that the renewal of our image is connected to how much we know about God. That is basically all that he is saying. We have to know about the One who created us in order to understand who we are supposed to be. It doesn’t matter how excited we are this year. It doesn’t matter how moved and motivated we are. That stuff doesn’t matter. But I love what Proverbs 19:2 says.
Enthusiasm without knowledge is no good.

So we have to have a commitment to grow in our knowledge of Christ. We have to commit to it.

I love Hall of Fame Coach Tony Dungy, Super Bowl Champion, turned around two different franchises essentially with one philosophy, changing their behaviors through a process that adjusted their habits and their thinking. Show me your habits and I will show you your nature and your thinking.

That word ‘renew’ that Paul mentioned in verse 10, the Greek meaning of that word means to grow or gain new strength and renovate. One of my favorite shows is Fixer Upper. I got an Amen right there! The thing I really love about it is they just take some junk that nobody else wants, and I have to repent I’m a little jealous of these housing prices in Texas, but they take some junk that nobody would buy and by the end of the show, it is unbelievable the transformation that happens. But there is a process in the middle that takes more than 60 minutes, the length of the show. And Paul writes about this in Romans 12:2. He talks about this transformation that happens by the renewing of our mind. The prefix ‘trans’ there means to move in the opposite direction or opposite side of. And the suffix ‘ing’ indicates that it is an ongoing process of action. We must be committed to that process if we want to experience renewal in our lives. With a renewed mind, we can see what God sees. 

Dr. Eric Mason, who I love listening to, a Pastor in Philadelphia, said God is the worst picker of people. He picks people that we would never think of picking. That is because God sees things that we don’t see. And when we take on the mind of God, then we can see things that others don’t see.

You don’t need new clothes. You don’t need new hair or a sculpted body. You don’t need 2,000 followers on Instagram or whatever. Not that those things are bad but they don’t make you and they don’t define you. I can show you plenty of people who have all of that stuff and more and they are not happy. Or you know some of these people, their life in their Instagram status looks way better than their real life because you know their life. What Paul is saying is we need a commitment to a renewed mind. 

This is my hope for you this year, that you would move from association by ritual to an attachment in relationship with Christ. That you would move from just checking boxes and resume building into an authentic relationship with God. And if you want to be who you were created to be, you need to be in relationship with the One who created you. It just makes sense. Jesus Christ is the example that God sent us to both restore us and to show us how to be renewed.

Paul said we have a problem we need to kill and a process we need to commit to and last point, he says we have privilege in Christ. He says 

11 In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.

What Paul is addressing here are these cultural and social economic labels that divide us. These labels were in place in Colossi in a very diverse city where you had a diverse group of people and there were certain privileges and restrictions that were present depending on classification. I could preach an entire message just on this verse because more than 2,000 years later, that verse and these issues and those problems are still relevant to the world we live in right now, to the city we live in right now. So the pursuit of pursuit of privilege, the preservation of privilege, the prevention of privilege is still an issue based on race, age, gender, where you live and even unfortunately in the church. Paul says, listen, I am writing to you because I think you’ve got this thing twisted. Christ is the game changer. That is the common denominator. And it is Christ through his redemptive work on the cross that connects us, that binds us, that restores us and reconciles us back to God and to each other. Though our culture, history, where we come from, our education, our complexion may be different but in Christ we are all image bearers! And we all have the same access to God.
We celebrate Dr. King’s birthday this weekend and I had the opportunity to watch some rare footage of video of an interview with him back in 1963 and Dr. King didn’t have a new message. It was really the same message that we just read about here in verse 11, the same message that Paul is talking to us about. Dr. King’s message was grounded in the Scriptures. And in this interview, he was frustrated with the church. He was asked one particular question about the church and he shared his frustration. He said the church has often been the taillight and not the headlight. If anybody should get this message of unity and reconciliation and being together in oneness, it should be us. 

But you’ve heard the quote that church on Sunday morning is the most segregated hour of the week. Dr. King also wrote a book, Where Do We Go From Here? I don’t know how far we’ve gone, and I think that is on us as the church. 

The reason this is a relevant point to make is because our individual image impacts our collective image. How we see ourselves impacts how we engage and embrace one another. The problem is we have been viewing image and privilege through the lens of cultural metrics and not the gospel lens, which illuminates an entirely different set of metrics for us. And if the church adopts our society’s way of renewal and renewing our self-image, it doesn’t allow us to live out the concept of a beloved community that the gospel calls us to. 

Power and privilege. And on the opposite end, poverty and persecution belongs to all of us. No matter which side of that you find yourself on, it belongs to all of us as the church.

Paul wrote about this again in I Corinthians.
One part of the body suffers, we all suffer. One part of the body is honored, we all share in it.

We have a responsibility. I love Pastor Crump in Atlanta. He said this essentially is the ethics of the gospel, and the ethics of the gospel should produce a new ethnos, a new people, a united people who are taking their image of who they are and whose they are from God and not from the culture. 
Let me see if I can wrap this up for us.  A few days after Christmas, I took my family to the movies to see Sing. My baby daughter had been begging to go and I love to tease her. I said we can sing at home! So we go see this movie and I don’t know what it is but it is like God has been speaking to me through these anthropomorphic movies and animated films like Jungle Book and Inside Out. It’s crazy. But we were watching this film and it didn’t really hit me until later on but you’ve got this cast of characters and I can’t remember them all but you’ve got Gunter, a German dancing sensation who wears clothes that are not appropriate for his body. You’ve got Mike, this rat who is very arrogant and he is a con-artist and promotes himself by putting other people down. You’ve got Buster the koala bear who has this big vision and he has this theater and stuff he is trying to pull together. But he is avoiding his debtor. He is defaulting on his loan. Then you have another pig who has given up on her dream to be a stay at home mom and she really loves to sing but she’s just caught up in the cycle. You’ve got Ash who is a porcupine who really has a gift of song writing but her boyfriend doesn’t acknowledge it and basically gives up on her. Then Johnny who is a gorilla. His father is trying to initiate him into a gang and a life of crime. And then Mina who has this powerful voice but she has no confidence and she is deathly afraid of the stage. So you have all these problems and all these perceptions and their pursuits reflect our culture and the things we deal with ourselves. And they thought the pursuit of a $100,000 prize would help them confront their problems and produce renewal in their lives and give them the privileges that they hoped for. But it all fell apart. Literally and figuratively it all fell apart along with seemingly the promise they had for their new life. I wish at this point I could tell you that they all gave their life to Jesus and they got redeem and renewed but it doesn’t work that way in these animated films in the animal kingdom. But ultimately they did find freedom. 

But for us, for you and I, the only way we can find freedom, the only way we can experience this is the freedom we have in Christ. I came here to tell you something this weekend. You are not the sin you are struggling with. That is not your identity and it is time to kill that and the voices associated with it. You are not your old nature that you keep going back to and you keep trying on but you know it doesn’t fit anymore. That is not you. That is not your identity. Make the commitment to put on a new nature and to renew your mind with a relationship with Jesus. I know some of you are tired of just pursuing what culture says you should be and it just hasn’t produced the things in your life that you hoped that it would. You are looking for that renewal and that freedom. I just want to read for you what Paul says in II Corinthians 3:16.
16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.
The renewal comes from the Lord. That is where it comes from. But we have to do our part. We have to be committed and we have to fight. And that is what we are going to sing about. Every day we are bombarded with the message that we are not enough but the good news is, God sent Jesus to overcome the world. So all we have to do is get hooked up with Him and all we have to do is connect with Him in relationship and continue to renew that relationship and He will fight on our behalf. We don’t have to do it by ourselves.

So in 2017, you are not by yourself. In Christ, we have renewed strength and somebody that will fight for us. Let’s pray.

God I thank You so much for who You are. I’m thinking of your words in John 16:33 that says in this life we will have trouble, we will have some drama but You have overcome the world. So God we thank You that your Son Jesus has overcome the world and that You sent Him to take on some stuff that we couldn’t take on ourselves and to reconcile us back to You. So help us to draw our strength and help us to renew our image in your Son Jesus. And be committed to growing in that relationship in that renewal. God, we put to death the things that have been holding us back and we give You glory, honor and praise for this new nature that You have given to us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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