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Four simple words: let my people go, led to a nation of slaves finding deliverance. Five smooth stones in the slingshot of a young man halted the nation being taken captive. And you have one impassioned speech that led to 3,000 people getting saved in one day in one moment all because somebody stepped out. These were all small acts of obedience unto God but they all had huge implications for God’s people. And here’s what we do. We think our small acts are of no consequence. Yet when you look at all the great successes in your life, they are built on the small acts of those who have come before you. Are you with me? Look at Stephen, if Stephen were here today, he has been without a home for a number of years and just stepped in this week and got a home because Jill Carmicle gave a few smalls acts that were of great consequence in his life. 
During this series, this is our goal. Our goal is not to guilt you into doing something, it is not to guilt you into feeling bad but to inspire you into doing good. So we are going to show four examples, four stories, four inspirations if you will of people who have simply found their brave. So as you watch this, my prayer over the next 20 minutes in this short film is that the Holy Spirit would simply whisper a brave moment, a brave calling into your existence.

[Video clip]

[Joel]

If following Jesus means I can follow Him but not do the things He said to do, what value is it? That is a spiritual gut punch right from our youth. So I want to take the last 10 minutes that we have a wrap a Scripture around that idea. We are going to go to Acts 3 and I will start reading in verse 1.

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.

So Peter and John so to the temple every single day. And the beggar goes every day. So this is normal. This is routine. This is an insignificant moment. But we heard it from Tony in the film. He said it takes thousands of insignificant moments to make one significant moment. And we know this, I have learned this over time, this idea that we look for the supernatural touch of God but the supernatural always comes in the practical. And in the ordinary situation, the extraordinary is just the ordinary dressed up with a little bit of extra. The different between try and triumph is just a little bit of umph at the end. And we see it right here in verse 3.
3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 

A need was presented to them. I find it easy to get annoyed when somebody asks something of me because it pulls me out of my routine. But that’s where brave starts, when a need is presented. We heard it in the video. She said we didn’t want to start programs but the kids just kept showing up at our door. A need was presented.  Verse 4.

4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John.

The NASB says he fixed his gaze upon him. They’ve got their prayers to get to. They’ve got their duties to attend to but a need was presented and they looked it straight in the eye. 

Every single day, needs are presented to us. What do we do? What is our natural state when those needs are presented? I know what I do. Our natural reaction is to look the other way because I don’t want to see the humanity in the situation because I might be called to actually engage in it. So brave for me every day starts with looking a need in the eye and finding out its name. When we ask the question, what is your brave, we are not just saying what is the bravest thing you can do in the world. We are saying what is the brave that God is calling you to in the midst of all of these needs? We are so good at just pointing out the problem aren’t we? But what does it take for us to have a faith based optimism in what God might do in the midst of all these things. I love what the old pastor said, he said we need less fingers and more thumbs. We need less fingers pointing out and blaming others and we need more thumbs pointing back and taking personal responsibility for what we can actually do and what God might do when He shows up. He have a lot of keyboard activists but when is the last time you stepped in and you said what can I do for you? How can I serve you? Tell me that impossible situation in your life so I can pray all around that.  Verse 4.

Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.

6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”

The greatest tragedy in this story could have been if Peter had a dollar in his pocket. Some of us invest when we are called to go and when we are called to pray. It is the fact that we have access to a temporal answer that stunts our mind into thinking that’s all that God is capable of but we know He is capable of way more than that. I love what Peter does here. He answers a question with a prayer. And Peter and John were walking by and we think they have nothing to give but there is good news. When they have nothing, when they have nothing, that is when God shows up with something, and his something is really something! He shows up right in this Scripture and they speak faith. What do they speak faith into? Not just faith into the man or not just faith into themselves. They speak faith in verse 6, they say this:

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”

And they count a privilege to serve a God who can because they know what this man is asking for is so much less than what God actually desires to give him.

What miracle never happens because we don’t have the faith to believe in a God who is able to do exceedingly and abundantly more than we can ask or imagine? When I meditate on this Scripture, I think about all those people who came into my path and had the boldness to speak faith into me at a time when I needed it in my spiritual journey. I wonder if that is your story too. I wonder if you are here today because a need in your life was presented to somebody else and they looked you in the eye and they spoke out in faith and your journey has changed because of it. Imagine if they would have never taken that step of faith. When I was a young man, one of my friends stepped out and spoke boldly in prayer into my life and my course was changed.  Tony and Jamie Sebastian spoke boldly into this young Greek woman and her course was absolutely changed for the positive. 
Titus 1:3 says

And then when the time was right, he went public with his truth.

There is somebody in your path that the time is right! And you say you’ve got nothing. Let me tell you something, if you’ve got nothing, that is when God shows up with something! When you are empty, that is when God shows up with some fullness. When you are weak, then He is strong. When you have little, He has much. So Peter and John are presented with a need and they look it in the eye and then they speak faith. But this got me right here. This caught me off guard right here. We still haven’t seen a miracle, have we?  The formula for the miracle is not here but the miracle does not happen until verse 7.

7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 


It doesn’t say that he was healed and then Peter helped him up. It says only after Peter lends him a hand and pulls him up, then his ankles and his feet became strong. What am I saying? I’m saying this, that Peter had to become part of the answer to the prayer that he was praying and when he did, the miracle of God showed up. What if he would have stopped short right there? If he stepped in and prayed, Amen, I’ve got to go and walked away short of the miracle? A miracle is waiting when we are willing and ready not just to speak faith but to put out an arm! And I wonder if the miracle of God comes when our arms connect and pull somebody up. Did the miracle come because of the man of Peter in him or did the miracle come because he pulled him up and all of a sudden the man realized God was at work within his body? But I know this, there is somebody out there that is short of faith that needs you to step in with faith and speak but also pull and hold up because so many think about the church as a place that talks about what we can’t do instead of what we can do in the name of Jesus. And Peter stepped out and he speaks faith out of his mouth but he acts faith with his hands. He prays like it all depends on God but he works like it depends on him.

Someone once said hell begins the day God grants you the vision to see all that you could have done, should have done and would have done but did not do.

We are going to end today a little differently. We are not trying to coerce you into doing one specific thing that we have designed. We are trying to inspire you to do one specific thing that God has destined for you. So we just want to take a moment right now for silent prayer to hear from the Lord. And I wonder in this prayer time if the Holy Spirit wants to sow a seed in the soil of your heart today. So I’m just going to give this moment of silent prayer and then our campus will come and close us with a commissioning and a benediction. 

